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NEITHER TO THE BEST, NOR 
yettothe worſt; but to the common ſort of 


W oO M = N. 


eo inc with my ſelfe being idls,and hauin 
o T> -, 'A 1 4 tek eaſe to Yoke _ withal;and 1 - 
Wo; Y ing in a great choller againſt ſome women,l 
| a mean more then one ; And ſo in the ruffe of 
yl 17 fury taking my pen in hand to beguile 
EZ 3S) the time withall; indeed 1 might hauc im- 
ployed my ſift to b77 rey w(6.then mm lach an idle buſines, and 
better it were io pecket 7 Pa pelting imiury, then to intangle 
my ſelfe with ſuch vernims : for this I know,that becauſe wo- 
men are women therefore many of them will ave that in an 
howre,which they many times will repent all their whole life 
time after;yet for any iniury whigh I haue receyued of the, the 
more ] conſider of it the leſſe Teſteem of the ſame.Yet perhaps 
Yome may ſay unto methat I haue ſought for honey, & caught 
the Bee by the tayle,or that I haue bin bit or ſtung with ſome of 
theſe waſpes, otherwiſe I could newer haue beene expert mbe- 
mrojing therr qualities, for the mother would neuer haut 
fought her daughter in the Ouen,but that ſhee ws there her 
felfe. Indeed 1 muſt confeſſe,T haue been 4 traweller this thirty 
& odde yeeres,and many traucllers line in diſaaine of women; 
the rea r's is,for that their affettions are fo poyſoned with the 
haynows exits of —_— women,which they happen to bee 
Acquainted with in their trawels : for it doth fo cloy their ſto- 
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The Epi 
packs, that they cenſure hardly of women euer afterwards :' 
wronged men will not be tongue-tyed : therefore if you oe ill, 
y0u muſt not thrmke to heare well ; for althouzh the world bee 
bad wet tt 14 20k comme to that paiſe that men [ould beare with 
all the bad conditions that are in ſome women. 

1 know 1 hall be bitten by many becauſe I touch many : but 
before I goe any further, let mee whiſper one word in your 
eares,and that is thisgwhat ſoeucr you Looks prinately, 1 wiſh 
you to conceale it with ſilence, leſt in ſtarting yp to find fault, 
youproue your ſelues guilty of thzſe pconſtrous accuſations , 
whrch are here following qqain ſome women : & theſe which 
ſpurne, if they feele themſclu?s touched, proue themſelues ſtark 
fooles th bewrayiag their  galled backs to the world : for” this 
booke toucheth no fort of women, but ſuch .cs when they heare 

# will goe about yo reproue it : for although in ſome part of 
this booke, I trip at your heeles,yet Twill ſtay you by the hand, 
fothat you ſball not fall further then you are willing, although 
1 deal with you after the manner of a (brow, which: cannot & 
therwiſe eaſe her curſt heart but by her wnhappy FONgue: If 1 
be toc earneſt beare with meg little, for my meaning is not to 

ſpeake much of theſe that are good, &+ I ſhall ſpeake too little 

of thoſe that are naught; but yet 1 will nct altogether condemn 
the bacbut hoping to better the good by the naughty examples 
of the bad : for there is mo woman ſo good, but Jath one tale 
part or other in her which may be amended for the cleareſt 
Riner that is, hath ſome durt in the bottome : Iewels are all 
preciojes, but yet they arc not all of one price, nor all of one ver- 
Fuc : gold is. not all of one picture, no more are women all of one 
diſpoſition; wornen are all neceſſary euills,and yet not all guen 


- £owickedneſſe, and yet many ſo bad, that in my conceit, if I 


ſhould ſpeake the worſt that I know by ſome women, 1 ſhould 
make 


to the Reader. 


make their eares glow that heare mee, and my tongue wouls - 
bliſter to report it : but it ts great diſcredite for a man to be 
accounted for « ſcold,for ſcoldmg is the maner of ſhrowes;ther- 
fir 1 had rather anfiwere them with ſilence which find fel nt 
then ffrme town the C: ucking- -ſteole fro them.New me thr 
I heare fume cur tous Dames vine their raſh indcements Gs Ly 
that 1 han'ng No WIT oe ec, ant Tp0n wo men hich haue more wit 
= men. To anfwere you again, If Thelie yen,iudge me <n- 
kindybut if 1 ſpeake the truth1 ſhall be the better beliened an- 
other time:and if I had wrote nener fo well gt is wnpoſsibie to 
pleaſe all, and if never fo il, yet I ſhall pleaſe ſome. Let it bee 
well or u1l,T looke for no prayſe for my labor: 1 am werned from 
my mothers teat and therfore neuey more to bee fed with her 
pap: wherefore fay what you will,for I will fellow my own vein 
1» wnfolding euery ple; it, and ſhewing eurry wrinckle of a 
womans aiſpoſition,:nd yet Twill not wade fo farre ener the 
ſhoes, e. but that 1 1 returne ar ie;nor fo; far in, but that 1 
74y calilyeſe. pe out, and yet for all that, Im uſt confeſſe my 
felfe to be in a fault and that 1 han: offended you beyons! {a 
tffattron,fer it is bard to gine a [uffictert Yecompence | {or 4 


flannaer and yet hereafter. if by no meancs I cannot obtaine 


your fauour to be oxe of your Pulpit- men, yet you cannot deny 
me to be one of your Par!(; and thereferc if you pleaſe out to 
place me 1m the bedy of the Church hereafter you (hall find my 
Acuotion /o 0 great towards you. us he that 'kneels th at the Chan- 
cell dore : for Iwrote this bod ke with Mm) had, but not with 
my heart. 

Tndeed,when 1 firſt began to write this booke yny wits were 
gone a wool- gathering, n ' (o much that in a maner forgettmg 
my ſ-\c,an9 jo in the rough of my fury,1 vowed for ener to be 
14 open enemy onto women; but when m) fary wats a Uittle 


Az3 pajt, 


he Epif 


| paſt,I began to conſider the blaſphemy of this infamous booke 


egainſt your ſetts,;] then tooke my pen,and cut him in twen- 
ty peeces,and had it not been for hurting my ſelfe, I would 
haue tut my own fingers which held my pen:and furthermore 

br 4 penance, I do crane that my ſelfe may be a Indge againſt 
my ſelfe; but yet aſſure your ſelucs, of all euils I will chooſe the 
kraft, wherefore I chooſe rather to beare a fagot then burn by 
the fagot;you may perceyne the wind is changed into another 
dore,and that I begin to be ſea-ſicke,and yet not paſt halfe a 
mile on the ſalt water,and that my mouth hath uttered that 
in my fury which my heart neuer thought, and therefore 1 
confeſſe that my tongue hath gone beyond my wits;for Ido ſur- 
miſe, that the ſauce which I haue made, is too ſharpe jor your 
dyet, and the flowers which I haue gathered,are too ſtrong for 
your noſes : but if Thad brought Little dogs from Iceland, or 
fine glaſſes from Venice,then 1 am ſure that you would either 
haue weoed me to haue them, or wiſhed to fee them. But 1 
will here conclude this firft Epiſtle, praying you with pati- 
ence to heare the reſt by F f offend - os frft, ; will 
make you amenas at the laſt : and ſo 1 leaue you to him, 
whoſe ſeate is in Heauen, and whoſe footeſtoole is the 
Earth. | 


Yours in the way of Honeſty, 
JATIS L 
| 5 AP BO Toſeph Swetnaaw. 
Wap)? 6: 


Reade 


Tothe Reader. 


Reade it, if you plcaſc,and like as you liſt : neyther to the 
wiſcſt Clarke,nor yet tothe ſtarkeſt Foole,burt vnto the 
ordinary fort of giddy-headed young men, I ſend this 


greeting, 2 2 I 


F you meane to ſee the Beare-bayting of wom? then trudge 
to this Beare-zarden apace, and get in betimes,and view 
enery roome where thou mayeſt beſt ſit, for thy owne plea- 
ſureprofite, and hearts eaſe,c+ beare with my rugenes, if 1 
chance to offend thee.But before I doe opens this trunke full of 
torments againſt women, 1 thinke it were not amiſſe to re- 
ſemble thoſe which in old time aid ſacrifices to Hercules; for 
they wſed cont inually firſt to whip all their dogges out of their 
City; and I thinke it were not anuſſe to drine all the women 
eut of my hearing,for doubt, left this little ſparke kindle into 
ſucha flame, and rayſe ſo many ſtinging Hernets humming 
about my eares,that all the wit T hawe will not quench the one, 
ner quiet the other : for 1 feare me that 1 haws ſet down more 
then they will like of and yet a great deale leſſe then they de- 
ſerue : and for better proofe,1 refer my ſelfe to the indgement 
of men, which haue more experience then my ſelfe;for 1 eſteem 
little of the malice of women, for men will be per fwaded with 
reaſon, but women muſt be anſwered with ſilenc*; for I know 
women will barke more at me,then Cerberus the two-headed 
deg did at Hercules, when he came into Hell to fetch out the 
fayre Proferpina:ard yet I charge them now but with a bul- 
ruſh, in reſpett of a ſecond booke, which is almoſt ready : T doe 
now but fret them with falſe fire, but my next charge ſhal be. 
with weapons, and my larum with powaer and ſbot: for then 
wee will gve pon theſe venemons Adders, Serpents and 
x Snakes, 


The Epiſtle,&c. 

Snakes, and tread and trample them vnader our feet, for 1 
haue known many ſtung with ſome of theſe Scorpions, and 
therefore I warne all men tobeware the Scorpron. 1 knowe 
women wil! bite the lip at mee and cenſurc hardly of mce, but 
I feare not the curſt Cowe, for ſhe commonly hath ſhort horns, 
let them cenſure of me what they wil, for I meane not to make 
them my Tudges, and if they (hoot their ſpite at rue, they may 
hit themſclues,and fo I will ſpnile at them,s at the fookſh Fly 
which burneth her ſelfe in the candle... And '/o friend Reaatr, 
if thou haſt any diſcretwn at all, thou mayeſt take a happy ex+ 
amp: by theſe moſt laſeiutous and crafty,whoriſh, theeutſh,o+ 
knaniſh women which were the cauſe of this my idle time ſpen- 
ding; and yet 1 hawe no warrant t» make thee beleexe. this 
which I write to be true, but yet the ſimple Bee gathereth ho- 
ney where the venemous Spideggoth her poyſon. And fo I will 
hinder thee no longer from that which :nſueth. But here I wil 
conclude, leſt thou haſt cauſe to ſay, that my Epiſtles are low- 
ger then my booke, a Booke T hope 1 may call it without any of- 
fence: for the Collyer cats his Horſe a Horſe,cy the Rings great 
Steed is but 4 Horſe. 

If thouread but the beginning of a booke;thou canſt giue no 
iudgement of that which in[uety: therefore T ſay .es the Frier, 
who in the midſt of his Sermon ſaid ofte,t hat the beſt was bes 
hind : And ſoif thou reade it all ouer, thouſhalt not be delu- 
dead,for the beſt is behind. I thinke I haue ſhot ſo neere the 
white that ſome wil account me for a good Archer: And ſo pray- 
ing thee to looke to thy footing, that thou run nt ourr- thy 
ſnooes,and ſo be paſt recoucry before my ſecond booke come. 


/ <XTIS; 
- ©, Thy friend, 
' Jo's zu SvverNAN 
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T his firſt Chapter ſheweth to-wbat uſe women were made , it 
- alſo ſbeweth that moſt of them degenerate from the we 
x4 they were framed unto, by leadmg 4 proud , lazy, and 
if idle life, to the great hinder ance of therr poore Husbands. 
x» == IX. Ofes deſcribeth a Woman 
& _— 9] this : At the firſt beginning 
7m 1 : 
7 SEC MN (+1; (faith hee ) a woman was 
Ms 4) TX» made to be a helper vnto 
10- SOR: |. || man, & fo they are indeed: 
ul | VEE for ſhe helpeth to ſpend and 
pl Ra ;& conſume that which man 
= = EW ainefully getteth. Hee alſo 
fe Te TAY faich that they were made 
af v000000050009099 Wh oftheribbeof a man, and 


that their froward nature ſhewethz for a ribbe is a crooked 
”0 | thing,goodfornothingelſe, and women are crooked by 
7, | nature: for ſmall occaſion will cauſe them to be angry. 
Gs Againe , ina manner, ſhee was no ſooner made,but 
#-. | firaighrway her mind was ſetvpon miſchiefe , for by her 
he aſpiring minde and wanton will , ſhee quickly procured 
Y-. | mansfall.andtherfore euer {ince they are and haue beene 
» | a woevnto man.,and followthe line of their firſt leader. 

For I pray youlet vs conſider the times paſt , with the 
timepreſent; firſt,that of Dawd and Salomon, if they had 4 
occaſion ſo many hundredyeares agoe to excliime fo 

B bitterly 
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i 2. ; 
bitterly againſt women, for the one of them faid , that ir 
was better to be a doore-keeper,and better dwel in a den 
amongſt Lyons , then to be in the houſe with a froward 
and wicked woman : and the.other fajd,that the climing 
vp of a ſandy hill to an aged man was nothing ſo weari- 
ſome, as to be troubled with a froward woman : and fur- 
ther he ſaith,that the malice of a beaſt is not like the.ma- 
lice of a wicked woman, nor that there is nothing more 
dangerous then a woman in her fury. . 

The Lion being bitten with hunger, the Beare _ 
robbed of her young ones , the Viper being trod on, 
theſe are nothing ſo terrible as the fury of a woman. . A 
Bucke may be incloſed in a Parke, a bridle rules a horſe, 
a Woolte may be tied,a Tyger may be tamed:bur a fro- 
ward woman will neuer-be tamed, no ſpur will make her. 
oe, nor no bridle will hold her backe ; for ifa woman 
hold an opinion, no man can draw her from it:tell her of 
Her fault, ſhe will not belecue that ſhe is in any fault:giue 
her good counſell, but ſhe will not take it; if you doe bur 
looke after another woman, then ſhe will be icalous, the 
more thou loueſt her,the more ſhe will diſdaine thee;and 
if thou threaten her,then ſhe.wil be __ her,and 
then ſhe will-be proud; and if thou-forbeare her , it ma- 
| keth her bold.and if thou chaſten her,then ſhe will turne 

toa Serpent; ata word , a woman will neuer forget an 
iniury, nor giue thanks for a good turne-: what wiſe man 
then will exchange gould for drofle, pleaſure for paine, 
a quiet life, for. wrangling brawles, from the which the 
married men are neuer free? 

Salemon ſaith, that women are like vnto wine, for that 
they will make men drunke with their deuices.. 


2, 


3 
Againe,in their foue a womanris compared to a pom- 
ard | mis-ftone, for which way ſocuer you turne a pommis 
ing | Rone,itis fullof holes; cuen ſo are womens hearts, forif 
loue-ſteale-in at one hole,it ſteppeth our ar another. 
fr They are alſo-compared vnto a painted ſhip , .which 
fed faire outwardly, & yet nothing bur ballace with- 
in her; or as the Idolls in Spare , which are bravely gilt 
outwardly,and yet nothing bur lead within them ; or like 
X vnto-the Sea which at ſome times is ſo calm;that a cock- 
of | bote may ſafely endure her might, but anon againe with 
A {| outrageſheis {> growne, thatit ouerwhelmeth the calleſt 
le, —_ LS. 
| - Afroward woman is compared to'the wind, and a ſtill 
woman vnto-the Sunne: for the Sunne and the wind met 
an {| 2 trauellervpon the way, and they laid a wager,which of 
of ryan; par his cloake:from him firſt ; then-firſt the 
ve | wind began boiſteroufly to blow, but the more the wind 
ur {| did blow, the morethe traucller wrapped and gathered 
he | his cloake about him;now when the wind had done what 
aq | Þe could,and was neuer the neerer,, then-began the Sun 
ag | gently to ſhinevpon him, and he threw off,not-onely his 
a. | cloake, buralſo his hat and ierkin: this morall ſhewerh, 
ne | thata woman with high words -can get nothing at the 
hands of her husband, neuerby froward meanes, bur by 
an | gentle and faire meanes ſhe may get his heart-bloud to 
e, | doc her good. | 
= As women are-comparcd vnto many things , cuen fo 
many,and many more troubles commeth galloping after 
ar | theheeles of a woman, that young men beforehand doe 
not thinke of; for the world is not made all of ote-meale, 
not all isnot gold that pn the way to Heauen 
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4 
isnot ſtrewedwith-ruſhes., no more is the cradle oftaſe 
it ina womans lappe. If thou werta Seruantor in bonda 
AL before, yetwhen thou doeſt marry, thy toile is never the 
0 - neerer ended , for cuen then andnot before,thou'doeſt * 
i change thy golden timefor a drop of hony,, which pre- 
Wl. ſently afterwards turnethto be asbirter as wormwood. * 
Yet there are many young.men which cudgell rheir 
wits, and beate their braines, andſpendall their tne in 
the louc of women, andat they get aſmile or but a fauour 
at their Loues hand , they firaight-way, are ſo rauithed 
with ioy , yea ſo much gharthey thinke they haue gotren 
9 Godby the hand, but within a while after they will-finde 
7" that they. have but the Deuill by the foor. A man may ge- 
| nerally ipeake of women, that tor the moſt partthou ſhale 
findchemdiſſembling intheir deeds, and malttheir a&ti- 
ons ſubtill and dangerous for men to deale withall : for 
their faces are lures , their beaurtics are baytes, their looks 
are nents, and their wordes charmes, andall to bringimen 
ro ruine. . wi 
.. There is anold ſaying goeth thus, that he which hath a 
faire wife, and a white horſe,ſhall neuer be without trou- 
blesfor a woman thathath a faire facet is cuer matched 
' © with a cruell: heart, and her heauenly lookes with helliſh 
Wt | = thoughts; their modeſt countenance. with mercilefle 
1 8 ' mindes,for women can both ſmooth and ſooth : they are 
Si! - ſocunning inthe art of flattery , as if they had bin bound 
3s prentice to the trade , they hauc S:rexs ſongs to allure 
=" thee,and Xerxes cunning toinchantthee : they beare rwo 
tongues in one mouth hke /zd.zs , and two hearts in one 
breſt like Aſ2gws; the one full of finiles, and the other full 
of frownes, andallto decciue the fumple and plaine mea- 
/ ning 
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5 
ning nien”, they can with the ' Satyre out of ofte mouth 
blow both hot and colde. | 

And what of all this? why nothing,but to tell thee that 
a woman 1s better loſt then found ;, better forſaken then 
taken. Saint Pas! ſaith, that they which marry,doe well, 
bur he allo ſaith, that they which marry not, doe better : 
and he no doubt was well aduiſed what he ſpake.Then,if 
thou be wiſe, keepe thy head our of the halter, and rake 
heed before thou haue cauſe to curſe thy hard penny- 
worth, or with the Prieſt ſpeechlefſe which knit the knor. 
- Fhe I which liued in the olde time, their 
opinions were {o hard of marriage , that they neuer de- 
lighted therein , for one'of them being asked why hee 
married-not ? he anſwered, that it was too ſoone; and af- 
fterwards when'he was old, he was asked the fame queſti- 
on-zand he faid-then that it was too late : and further he 
ſaid; that a married man bath burtwo good daies to bee 
looked for, that was,the marriage day,and the day of his 
wines death: for a woman will teed thee with hony, and 

on thee with gall. Diogenes was fo dogged,that hee 
abhorred all women, and Augeſ{res withed,that he had li- 
ued-wifclefle, and died childlefle. 

On a time one asked Secrates, whether he were better 
to marry, or to live fingle? and he made anſwere ; which 
Gwiben docſt, itwill repent thee : for if thou marrieſt 
not, then thou wilt liue difſcontented , and dye without 
iflue, and fo perhaps a ſtranget ſhall poſleſle thy goods. 
and if thou docſt marry, thou {halt haue continuall vexar 
tions, her dowry will be often caſt in thy diſh, if ſhe doe 
bring wealth with her: againe, if ſhe complaine,then her 
kinstolke will bend the brows,and her mother wil peaks 
: | B 3 cr 


6 
her pleaſure by thee : and if thou marrieſt onely for faire 


lookes, yet thou maicſt hap to goe without them,when 
thou lookeſt for-thein.: and if thou marrieſt one that is 
fruitful in bearing of children , then will thy care be the 
more increaſed ; tor little doth the father know what ſhall 
be the end of his children: and ifſhee be barren,thou wile 
loath her ; and if honeſt, thou wilt feare her death ; and if 
vnhoneſt, thou wilt be weary of thy lite : for when thou, 
haſt her,thou muſt ſupport her in all herbad aCtions, and 
that will be ſuch a perpetuall burden vnto thee, that thou 
hadſtcuen as gooddraw water continually , to fill a bot- 
romleſle rubbe. ; 
A Gentleman on a time faid to hisfriend, I can helpe 
outo a good marriage for your fonne : his friend made 
fim this anfwer;My ſonne(ſaid he) ſhall ſtay till hee haue 
more witz the Gentleman replied againe : ſaying, If you 
marry him not before hee hath wit, hee will neuer marry 


{long as he liueth. 


For a married man is like vnto one arreſted,and I think 
that many a man would flie vp into Heauen, ifthis arreſt 


of marriage keptthem not backe. Ir is ſaid of one named 


Domettas that hee buried three wiues, and yet neuer wet 
one handkercher, no nor ſhed notſo much as one teate : 
alſo YVk//es,he had a Dog which loued him well, and when 


tharDogdied, he wept bitterly , but hec neuer ſhed one 


teare when his Wife died-: wherefore if thou marrieſt 
without reſpe&, burt-onely for bare loue., then thou wit 
afterwards with ſorrow ſay , that there is more belongs 


to houſe-keeping then foure barelegges in a bed. A man 


cannot liue with his hands in his boſome, nor buy mear 
in the market for honeſty without money : where there 
| is 
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is nothing bur bare walls , it is a fithouſets breed beg- * 
gers into the world : = there are many which thinke 
when they are married, that they way liue by louc : bur if 
wealth be wanting, hot loue will ſoone be cold,and your 
hot defires will be ſoone quenched with the ſmoke of 
pouerty. To whatend then ſhould we liue in loue, ſeeing 
t is a life more to be feared then death? for all thy mony 
waſtes intoyes, and is'fpentin banqueting , and althy 
time in fighes and ſobbes,to thinke vpon thy trouble and 
charge which commonly commeth with a wife:for com- 
eve women are proud without profit , and that is a 
good purgation for thy purſe;and when thy purſe is light, 
then will thy heart be heauie. 

The pride.ofa woman is like the dropfie; for as drinke 
increaſeththe drouth of the one, euen ſo money enlar- 
geth the pride of the other:thy purſe mult be alwaie open 
to feed their fancy,and fo thy expences will be great,and 
yer perhaps thy gertings ſmall: thy houſe ante ſtored 
with coſtly ſtufte , and yet . perbaps thy Seruants ſtarued 
forlacke of meat:thou muſt diſcharge the Mercers book, 
and pay the Haberdaſhers man ; for her Hat muſt conti- 
mally be of the new faſhion, & her Gowne of finer wool 
then the ſheepe beareth any : ſhe muſt likewiſe hane her 
Iewell-box furniſhed, eſpecially if ſhe be beautifull; for 
then commonly beauty . and pride goerh together, and 
a beautifull woman. is for the-moſt part coſtly, and no 
good huſwife; and if ſhe be a ag huſwife, = no ſer- 


nant will abide her fierce cruelty; and if ſhee be honeſt 


and chaſte,then commonly ſhe 1s jcalous:a Kings crowne 
and a faire woman is deſired of many. 


Bur he that gettcth cither of thera, liveth in great m_ 
X es 
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bles and hazward of his life: he that getteth a faire woman 
is like vnto a Prifoner loaden with ferrers of golde: for 
thouſhaltnort ſo oft kiſſe the fiweer lippes of thy beauti- 
full wife, as thou-ſhalr bee driuen-to terch birner _—_ 
from thy ſorr6wful heart, inthinking of the charge which 
commeth by her: for if thou deny her of ſuch toyes as ſhe 
ſtands not in neede of, and yet is defirous of them , then 
ſhe will quickly ſhurthee our ofthe doores of her fauor , 
8& deny thee her perſon, andſhew her felfe as it were at a 
window playing vpon thee, not with ſmall ſhot,but with 
a cruell tongue thee will ring thee ſuch a peale , that one 
wouldthinke the Deuill were come from Hell , faying, 
I might haue had thoſe which would haue maintained 
melike a woman, whereas now I goe like no-body : bur 
I will be maintained ifthou wert hanged : with fuch like 
words the will vex thee, blubberin + Gi abundance of 
diſlembling teares (for women doe teach their cies to 
weepe ) for doe but crofle a woman, although it be neuer 
{olirtle, ſhee will traightway pur finger in the eye and 
cry: then preſently many a fooliſh man will flatter her and 
intreat her to be quiet : but that marres all, for the more 
ſhee is intreated, ſhee will powre forth the more aboun- 
dance of deceitfull reares, and therefore no more to be 
pittied,then to ſee a Gooſe goe barefoote; for they hauc 


teares at commaund, ſo haue they wordes at will, and 


-oathes at pleaſure, for they make as much account ofan 


oath, as a Marchant doth,which will forſweare himſelfe 


for the getting ofa penny . Incuer yer knew woman that ' 


would deny to fiweare in defence of her own honeſty, and 
alwaies ſtanding highly vpon it,although ſhe be aſhamed 
to'weare it in winter for catching of colde, nor in fum- 
mex 


| 9 : 
meofor hear, fearing leſt irmay meleaway,” - > 
1% 20 ſay; this which-I writeiis true, and yeethey 
cannot beware of the Deuill,vmill they are plagued wi 
his Dam; the little Lambe skips and leapes till the Fox 
come,butthen he quiuers and ſhakes: the Beaxe daunces 
at the ſtake, till the Dogges be vpon his backe: and ſome 
men neuer fearetheir money, vntill they come into the 
hands of theeues; cuen ſo ſome will neuer bee warncd, 
and therefore tis not'to be pitried if they be harmed: what 
are women, that make thee fo greedily- to gape after 
them? Indeed, fome their faces are fairer and beautitul- 
ler then others, ſome againe ſtand highly vppon their 
fine foot and hand, or elſe all women are alike : one is as 
good asmy Lady,according to the Conntrey mans Pro- 
uerbe, who gaue a great ſimmme of money to lye with a 
Lady,and going homewards, he made a greeuous mione 
for his money, and one being onthe other ſide the hedge 
heard him ſay. thathis Joe at home was as good as the 
Lady. But ar (he this bee true orno, my tos I doe not 
know, butyou haue it as I heard it. | 
If thou marrieſt a woman of euill report , her diſcredit 
willbe a ſpotte in thy brow, thou canfſt nor goe in the 
ſtreet with her without mocks , nor' amongſt thy neigh- 
bours without frumps,and commonly the Eire women 
are ſooneſt intiſed to yeeld vnto vanity : hee that hath a 
faire wifeand a whetſtone , euery one will bee whetring 


 [thereon; anda Caſtle is hard to keepe when it is aſſaulted 


by many; and faire wometyare commonly catched at:hee 
that marrietha faire woman,cuery onewill wiſh his death 
to enioy her; andifthoubeneuer ſorich, and yet buta 
Clowne in condition, then will thy faire Wie haue _y 

1 credit 
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credit to pleaſe her fancy, fora Diamond hath not his 
grace but in gold , no more hath a faire woman her full 
commendations but in the ornament of her brauery , 
by which meanes there are diuers women,whoſe beau 


hath beougs their husbands into great pouerty and dit- 


- creditby their price and whooredome : a faire woman 


commonly will goe like a Peacocke , and her Husband 
muſt goe like a Woodcocke. . 

Thar great Giant Pamphimapho , who had Beares wai- 
ting vpon him like Dogges,and he could maketame any 
wild beaſt, yet a wanton woman hee could neuer rule nor 
turne to his will. : 

Salomon was the wileſt Prince that euer was, yethe luſt 
ed after ſo many women,that they made him quickly for- 
ſake his Godwhich did alwaies guide his ſteppes;ſo long 
as he liued godly, 

And was not Daud the beſt beloued of God, and a 
mighty Prince? yet for the loue of women he purchaſed 
the diſpleaſure of his God.Sampſon was the ſtrongeſt man 
that euer was; for cuery lock of his head was the ſtrength 
of another man, yet by a woman he was ouercome ; hee 
reuealcd his ſtrength , and payed his life for that folly. 
Didnot Jeſabel for her wicked luſt cauſe her husbands 
blood to be giuento dogs ? 


Jobs wife gaue her husband counſell to blaſpheme 


Godand tocurtc him. : 

Agamemnons wite for a ſmall iniurythather husband 
did her,ſhe firſt committed adultery,and afterwards con- 
ſented tohis death... - wg e oat rt: 

Alſo the wife of Hercules, ſhe gaue her husbanda poy- 
loned ſhirt, which was no ſooner on his backe, = \ 
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ſticke ſo faſt,that when hee would haue plucked it off, it 
tore the fleſh with it. 

If thou wilt auoyd theſe euils , thou muſt with riſes 
bind thy ſelf&to the maſt of the ſhip, as hee did, orelle it 
would haue.coſt him his lite ; for otherwiſe the Syreniar 
women would haue intiſed him into the Sea,ifhe had not 
ſodone. | 

Iris wonderful to ſee the mad feates of women,for ſhe 
will be now merry,then againe ſad;now laugh,then weep; 
now icke,then preſently whole ; allthings- which like nor 
them, are naught: and it it beneuerſo bad,if it like them, 
it is excellent: againe,it is death for women to bee denied 
the thing which they demand : and yet they will deſpiſe 
things giuen them vnasked. | 

When a woman wanteth any thing , ſhee will flatter 
and ſpeake faire , not much vnlike the flattering Butcher, 
who gently claweth the Oxe , when hee intendeth to 
knock him! on the head: bur the thing being once obtat- 
ned.and their defires gained,then they will begin to look 
bigge, andanfwere ſo flately,and ſpeake fo ſcornetully , 
that one: would imagine they would neuer ſecke help,nor 


'Icraue comfort atthy hands any morg. Buta woman is 


compared vnto a ſhippe , which being neuer ſo well rig- 
ged,yet one thing or other is to be amended:euch ſo giue 


fa woman all that ſhe can demaund to day,yet ſhe will be 


out of reparations to morrow;and want one thing or 0- 
ther. 

Women are called night Crowes, forthat commonly 
in, the'night-they will make rgqueſt for ſuch toyes as 
commeth in their heades in the day: for women know 
theis time to worke their craft, for in the nightthey will 

bet | C 2 worke 
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worke a:man like waxe , and, draw. him like as the Ada- 
mant doth the Iron,and hauing once broughthimtorthe 
bent of their þowe, then ſhe makes requeſt for a Gowne 


— 


ſtammellorfora Hat of the neweſt faſhion. bler tusband 


being ouetcome by. her: flattering ſpeech. , partly: hee 
yeeldeth to her requeſt, although itbe a greete to him-for 
that he can hardly ſpare it out of his ſtocke,, yerfor quiet- 
neſle ſake, he doth promiſe what ſhe demaundeth , partly 
becauſe hewould {leepe quietly in his bed : againe euery 
married man knowes:this, thata womanwillneuer bee 
quiet, if her mind be ſetvpon a thing,ril ſhe haue it. | 
Now, ifthougliue her off with delaycs, then her fore- 
head will be fo full of frownes, as t fheethreatned to 
make clubs trump, andithou never ablacke carde in thy 
hand: forexcepta woman haue whar:ſhe will, fay what 
ſhe liſt, and goe where: ſhee pleaſe, otherwiſe thy houſe 

will be ſo full of {mokegbat towcanſtnot ſtay nk. - 
- Iris laid, thatan olde dogand:a hungrytlea byte! fores 


bur in. my mip&e;; a froward! woman: bueth more ſorer 5} 


and if thqu go.aboutto.maftera woman; in hopeto bring 


her to humility ;: there is nowaytomake her gove with- 
ſtripes,except thou, beat her. to death: for doe what thou 
wilt, yetafrowatd:womania her frantick mood will pull; 
haule, fwerue, ſcratchandtearc._ all that ſtands in herway, 

What wiltthou that Liay more, oh thou pore mar- 
ried man? If women doe not feele the raine , yetheere is 
a ſhowre comming which will wetthem. to the-skinnes ; 
A woman which is faire inſhdw; is foule! in condition 


ſhee is like: vnto-a-glow-worme, which: is: bright inthe 
hedge,and blacke inthe handzin the greeneſt m_—_—_— 
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hid the greateſt Serpents : painted pottes commonly 
hold deadly poylon :. and in the. cleereſt water the vg- 
lieſt Tode ; and the faireſt woman hath ſome filthines in 
her. | 
All is not gold that gliſtereth: a ſmiling countenance 
isno certaine teſtumoniall of a merry heart, nor coſtly 
-arments of a rich purſe : men doe not commend a 
ludge,for that he weareth a' Skarlet gowne, bur for his iuſt 
dealing; no more are women to be efteemed of by the 
ornament of their brauery, but for their good behauiour; 
ret there-isno riuer ſo cleere, bur there is ſome durt in the 
ttome : But many a man m this land, we need not goe 

any-further for examples, but heere wee may ſee man 
fooles m_cuery place fnared in womens nets, after a little 
familiarity and acquaintance with then : Ithinke if they 
were numbred,the number would paſle infinite, if it were 
poſſible, which for: the lone: of wantons haue loſttheir 
voyagesat Sea to their great hinderances, and many 0- 
ther haue:neuer regarded the fatre diſtance whichthey 
hane beene'from their countrey and friehds ,. vntill they 


| hadconſumedtheit ſubſtance, and then being: aſhamed 


to returne home againe inſuch bad ſort, meane,by wee- 
ping croſle, and pennilefſe bench:, many of them rather 
dlioofe to deſerue Newgate, and ſo come to'Tiburne, far 
eontary-from the expectation of their" friends and"Pa- 
rents, which had otherwiſe prouided for them, if they had 
had grace, orwould haue beene ruled. 


©zy' _CHAPIL 


CHAP. II. 


The ſecond Chapter ſheweth the manner of ſuch women as 
line upon enill report : It alſo ſheweth that the beauty of 
women hath beene the bane of many a man, for it hath 0- 
uercome valiant and ſtrong men , eloquent and ſubtill 
men. And inaword, it hath ouercome all men,as byex- 
amples following ſhall appeare. 


Flr, that of Salomon, vnto whom God 
=_u ſingular wit and wiſedome, yet hee 
oued ſo many women, that he quite for- 
got his God,which alwaies did guide his 
” , fo long as he lived godly,andnr- 
iuſtly: but after hee had glutted him- 
felfe with women, then be could ſay;vaniry of vanities all 
is but vanity : he alſo in many places of his booke of Pro- 
uerbs exclaimes moſt bineh againſt lewd women, cal- 
ling them all that naughr is, and alſo diſplayeth their pro- 
perties: and yetI cannot let them go blameleſle, although 
women go ſhamicleſſe ; but I will touch them both: for if 
there were not receiuers,then there would not be ſo ma- 
ny ſealers: ifthere were not ſome knayes , there would 
not be ſo many whoores; for they both hold together to 
bolſter each others villany : for alwaies birds ofa feather 
will flocke together hand in hand , to. bolſtereach others 
villany. Men I fay may live without women, but women 
carinot Kne without men: For YVezzs whoſe beauty was ex- 
cellent faire, yet when ſhe needed mans helpe, ſhe tooke 
Vulcan a club-footed $mith, And therefore if a w_—_ 
CC 
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face gliſter, and her Ieſture pearce the Marble wall, or if 
her tongue be ſo ſmooth as oile, or ſo ſoft as ſilke, and her 
words fo fweetas hony : or if ſhe were a very Ape for wit, 
or a bagge of gold for wealth : or if her perſonage have 
ſtolne away all that nature can affoord.,and ifſhe be deckt 
vp in gorgeous apparell, then a thouſand to one butſhee 
will loue to walke where the.-may get acquaintance z and 
acquaintance bringerh familiarity, and familiarity ſetterh 
all folies« abroach : and rwenty to one that if a woman 
loue gadding, but that ſhce will pawne her honeſty, to 
pleaſe her fantaſte. 

Man muſt be at all the coſt,and yerliue by the lofle ; a 
man muſttake all the paines, and women will ſpend all 
the gaines:a man muſt watch and ward,fight and defend, 
till the ground, labour in the vineyard;and looke whathe 
getteth in ſeuen yeares., a woman will ſpread it abroad 
with a forke in one yeare, and yer little enough to ſerue 
hertarne, buta great deale too little to gether good will: | 
nay,ifcthou giue herneuerſo much, and yer if thy perſo- 
nage pleaſe not her humour, then will I nor giue a halfe- 
penny for her honeſty at the yeares end. 

For then her breſt will be the harbourer of an enuious 
hearr, and herheart the ſtorchouſe of poyſoned hatred , 
her head will deuiſe villany , and her hands are ready to 
praciife that which her heart defirerh.'Then,who can bur 
fay that women ſprung from the Deuill, whoſe heads, 
hands, hearts, minds and ſoules are euill ? for women are 
called the hooke of all euill , becauſe men are taken by 
them,as fith is taken with the hooke. 

For women hane a thouſand waiesto entiſe thee , and 
tenthouſand waies to decejuerhee , and all ſugh fooles 


as 
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asare ſutors ynto them ; {ome they keepe rin hand with 
promiſes, and ſome they fecd with flattery and ſome 
they delay with dalliances, and-ſome they pleaſe with 
kiſſes: they lay out the foldes of their haire,to entangle 
men into their loue ; bertwixt their breſts is the vale of 
deſtruction,and in their beds there is hell, forrow &repen- 
tance. Eagles cat not men till they are dead, bur women 
deuoure them aliue:for a woman will pick thy pocket,and 
empty thy purſe , laugh in thy face and cur thy throat : 
they are vngratefull, periured, full of fraud, flouting and 
deceit, vaconſtant , waſpiſh, toyiſh, light, ſullen,proud , 
diſcurteous and cruell , andyet they were by God crea- 
ted, and by nature formed , and therefore by policy and 
wiſedome to bee auoyded; for good things abuſed, 
are to be refuſed, or elſe for a moneths pleaſure thee may 
hap to make thee goe ſtark naked, ſhe will giue thee roſt- 
meat, but ſhe will beat thee' with the ſpitte : if thou haſt 
.crownes in thy purſe, thee will be thy hearts gold, vntill 
ſhee leauethee not a whit of white money: | $i are like 
ſummer birdes, for they will abide no ſtorme, but flock a- 
bout thee in the pride of thy glory, and flye from thee in 
the ſtorms of affiftion; for bop ame more at thy wealth, 
then at thy perſon-, and eſteeme more thy money,then a- 
ny mans vertuous qualities for they efteeme of a man 
' withoutmoney, asa horſe doth ofa faire ſtable without 
meate, they are like Eagles,which will alwaies flic where 
the carrion is. rol | 
They will play the horſe-leach toſſuck away thy wealth, 
but inthe winter of thy miſery ſhee will flic away from 
thee. Not vnlike the Swallow, which inthe ſummer har- 
bourethher felfe voder the, cucs of an houſe , and againſt 
ſ, WAALET 
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- winterflieth away,leauing nothing but dirt behind her. 

Salomon ſaith,he that will ſuffer himſelfe to be led away, 
or take delight in ſuch womens company , is like a foole 
which reioyceth when he is ledto the ſtocks, Pro.7. 

Hoſea, by marriage with a leaud woman of light beha- 
uiour, was brought vnto idolatry , Hoſea 1. Saint Pawlac- 
counteth fornicators ſo odious, that wee oughtnot to cat 
meat with them ; hee alſo ſheweth that fornicators ſhall 
not inheritthe kingdome of Heauen, 1. Corzp. the 9g. and 
11. verſe. | 

| Andintheſame chapter Saint Pau! excommunicateth 

fornicators , bur vpon amendment hee receiueth them 
againe. VV hotedome punithed with death, Deuteronomy 
22.21.and Geneſis 38.24. Phinehas a Prieſt thruſt two adul- 
terers, beththe man and the woman, thorow the belly 
ith a ſpearENumbers 25. 

God deteſterh the money or goods gotten by whore- 
dome”, Deuteronomy 23. 17.18. Whores called by di- 

ers names, andthe properties of whores , Proucybs 7. 6. 
and 2. A whore enuieth an honeſt woman, Eſar.zs 16.and 
42. Whoremongers God will judge, Hebrews 1 3.and 42. 
hey ſhall haue their portions with the wicked in the lake 
I 0 with fire and brimſtone, Rewelation the 21.8, 
Onely for the ſ{inne of whoredome God was forry at 
he heart,and repented that euerhee made man, Geme//s 
5, 67. 
Sine Paulſaith, to anoid fornication, euery man may 
ake a wife, 1.Corinthrans the 7.2. | 
Therefore hee which hath a wife of his owne , and yer 
octh to another woman, is like arich theefe, which will 
kale when he hath no need. 
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There are three waies to know a whore : by her wanton 
lookes, by her ſpeech , and by her gate, Eccleſiaſtiries 26, 
andin the ſame chapter he ſaith,that we muſt notgiue our 
{trength vato harlots;for whores are the euill of all cuils, * 
andthe vanity of all vanities,they weaken the ſtrength of 
a man , anddepriuethe body of his beauty z it furrowethf 
his browes, and maketh the eyes dimme z and a whoriſh 
woman cauſeththe feauer and the gout: and at a word ſj 4. 
they are a greatſhortning to a mans lite, A 

For although Ws ſceme to be ſo dainty as fweermea wit 
yetin triall not ſo wholeſome as fowre fauce.i:they haudf 4, 
wit, but tis allincraftzif they louc,itis vehement; bur iff q,.. 
they hare,it is deadly. FA 

Plato ſaith., that womenare cither Angels or Deuils { ,, 1, 
and thatthey either loue dearely, or hate bitterly ; for : q 
woman _ no meane in her Joue , nor mercy in het}, 
hatezno pitty in reuenge,nor patience in her anger; there 
fore it is ſaid, thatthere, is:nothing in the world whic 
both pleaſerh and diſpleaſeth aman more then a womany 
for a woman moſt delighteth a man, and yet moſt decci 
ueth him ; for as there is nothing more ſweet vnto a man 1... 
then a woman when ſhee finileth : euen fo there is nc Fo 
thing more odious then the angry countenance of {F1, 
woman. an h 

Salomon inhis 20.0f Ecaofufes faith, thatan an | Soon 
man will fome atthe mouth like a Bore: if all this 6. ay 
as moſt true. it is,why ſhouldeſt thou ſpend one houre i Fa 
the praiſe of women,as ſome fooles doe ? for ſome wi},; 
ge the beauty of fuich a maid ; another will vaunt ( he 
the brauery offuch a woman, thatſhce goeth beyond dp, 
the women in the pariſh: againe, ſome ſtudy their fi " 
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wits,how they may cunningly ſooth women,and with Lo- 
icke how to reaſon with them , and with eloquence to 
wade them; they are alwaies tempering their wits, as 
Fiddlers do their ſtrings, who wreſtthem ſo high,that ma- 
ny times they ſtretch them beyond time , tune , andrea- 
ſon. 

Againe , there are many that weary themſclues with 
dallying,playing and ſporting with women, and yet they 
pc 4. ſatisfied with the vnſatiable deſire of them; if 
with a ong thou wouldeſt be brought aſleepe , or with a 

edtodelight , then a fayre woman is fit for thy 


UF dyet : if thy head be in her lap, ſhe will make thee beleeue 


T could of hers 


thatthou art hard by Gods ſeat,when indeed thou artiuſt 
at hell gate. 

Theodora a monſtrous ſtrumpet, on a time made her 
brags to Socrates of the great haut of luſty Gallants which 
came to her houſe,and furthermore ſhe told him,that ſhe 
could ger = more of his Schollers from him, then he 
om her. 

No maruaile (quoth Socrates) for thy waies ſeeme 
pleaſantand ecafic,andthatisthe way youth loues to walk 
in; burthe way that leadeth to a vertuous life, ſeemeth full 
of brambles and bryers: and to match with this, there is 
an hiſtory that makes mention of three notable Curti- 
zanes,whoſe names were Lauia,Flora,and Layes:Lauia and 


} Layes were homo, common to all men , they would play at 


ſinall game,rather then fit out; theſe three Strumpers du- 
ring their life time , were the beautifulleft and richeſt of 


that trade inthe world,and had three ſeuerall gifts where- 


by they allured their Louers to ſecke their fauours.. 
The Engine wherewith Lawia entrapped her Louers, 
D 2 proceeded 


CYBER 


_— 


— 


> "TT o22 


— 


—_ 
—_ _—- yy — 
F 


21 
proceeded from her eyes;for by her ſmiling countenance; 
and wanton lookes, ſhee greatly inflamed all that beheld 
her.. And Flora wan her Louers by her excellent wit and 
cloquent tongue. And Layes enticed her Louers by her 
ſweet ſinging and pleaſant fingering of Inſtruments © 


# muſicke. 


# 


But now againe to Lana, King Demetrins gaue but a 
ron of his cies ſuddenly vpon her, and was taken pre- 
ently with hernet,, and ſpent eleuen talencs of filuer vp- 
on her, which he had prouided and appointed to pay his 
foldiours ; and furthermore, hee quite forſooke his owne 
wife, andneuerleftthe company ofthis Strumpet, vntill 
death tooke her from him ; and after ſhee was dead, hee 


' made great mone for herdeath hee alſo kiſled and em- 


braced her, and cauſed her to be buried vnder his win- 
dow; that ſo often as he did (ce her graue, hee might be- 
waile her death. 

Layes likewiſe had a King, whoſe name was Pirrhus, 
which was her chiete friend , but yet hee ſerued but as it 
were for a cloake;for he continued nor very long with her 
in Greecec,but went himſelte to the warres in Italy; but in 
his abſence the was not onely ſoughtto, bur obtained o 
many,and ſet downe her price,that before ſhe would doe 
her worke, {};c would haue her money. 

Now to Flora, ſhee was a Kings daughter, her parents 
died when ſhe was of the age of fifteene yeares , and ſhee 
was left as richas beautifull, ſhe hadthe bridle of liberty 
throwne on her necke, 1o that ſhee might runne whither 
ſhe would ; for ſhee was left without controulment, ſo 
that ſodainly ſhe determined to trauell and ſee the warres 
of Africa,where ſhe made falc both of her perſonage and 
honour. | | ” King 
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King Menelars was the firſt that made lone vnto her, as 
he was marching to the warres of Carthage , and ſpent 
more money vpon her, then in conquering his enemies, 

But as ſhe was of noble race. ſo it 1s ſaid,tharfhe neuer 
gaue her ſelfe ouer to meane or petty company, as the 
other two did; but ſhee hada ſcroule fer ouer her gate, 
the tennor whereof was thus, King, Prince , Emperour 
or Biſhop, enter this place and welcome: neither was this 
Fhra lo greedy of gold, as the other two were; for on a 
time one of her familiar friends asked ker the cauſe, why 
ſhee didnotmake price ofher loue ? ſhee made this an- 
fvere, I commit my body to none bur to Princes and 
Noblemen, and I iweare there was neuer man gaue me 
{o little ur that I had more then I would haue asked, or 
that] lggked for ; and furthermore ſhe ſaid , that anoble 
woman ought not to make price of her loue : all things 
are at a ccrtaine rate, except Louc, andthata woman of 

eat beauty ſhould be ſo much eſteemed of, as ſhe e- 
| 2/0 of her ſelfe, She diedat the age of. forty yeares , 
and the wealth ſhee left behind her in Rome, was valued 
to be ſo much as would haue builded new walles round a- 
bout the City, ifthere had beene no walles at all. 

Was not thatnoble Ciry of Troy ſacked and ſpoyled 
for the faire Hellena ? and when it had coſt many mens 
lives,and much bloud was ſhed,8 when they had gor the 
conqueſt,they got buta harlot: by this and that which fol- 
loweth, thou ſhalt ſce the power of women, how it hath 
beene fo great, and more preuailed in bewitching mens 
wits, and in ouercomming their ſences , then Ki other 


things whatſocuer. It hath not onely vanquiſhed Kings 
and Keifars, but ithath alſo —_ caſtles & countries, 


3 nay 
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nay, whatis itthat a woman cannot do,which knowesher 
power ? | 


Therefore ſtay not alone inthe _ of a woman, 
truſting to thy owne chaſtity, except thou be more ſtron- 
ger then Sampſon, more wiſe then Salomon, or more holy 
then Dauid ; tor theſe and many more haue beene ouer- 
come by the ſweet entiſements of women , as thou ſhalt 
read heereafter. 

Itis faid, that the Gods themſclues did change their 
ſhapes, for the loue of ſuch women as they luſted after: 
Inptter he transformed himſelfe into a Bull, Neptune into 
a Horle, and Mercury into a Goat. 

Ariſtippus deſired feet meat for his belly , and a faire 
woman for his bed. 

But in my mind,hee that layes his net to catch a faire 
woman , hee may chance to fall into the ſprindge which 
was laid for a woodcocke : therefore I doe admoniſh 
young men, and I aduiſe ode men,and Icounſell ſimple 
men, and I warne all men, thatthey flye from a wicked 


- woman,as from the peſtilence,orelſe they will make thee 


flye in the end. 

Ariſtotle, for keeping company with a queane in Athens, 
was faine to runne away, to ſaue himſelfe from puniſh- 
ment; and yet he had dwelt there,and wrote many books 
for the ſpace of thirty yeares. 

Again of Sampſor 8 Hercules for all their great ſtrength 
and conqueſt of Giants and monſters, yet the one yeeb 
ded his club at Drazer xs foot , and the other reucaled his 
ſtrength to Da/la,and he paid his life for his _ 
The ſugred and renowned Orators Demoſthenes and 
Hortentins , the one came from Athens vnto Corinth, to 
compound 
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compound andagree with Zayes a common Strumpet as 
ou heard before of her , and yet hee had bur one nights 
ſodging with her. And the other was fo farre in loue with 
another bird ofthe ſame cage , the which hee could not 
obraine,nor yet could he conquer his afteCtion, vatill hee 
hadquite pined himſclfe away , fo that in ſhort time hee 


/ had waſted himſelfe to nothing, 


Plato,tor all his great Philoſophy and knowledge , yet 
he kept company with Archeraſ/e when the was olde.and 
torſaken of all her Louers; for the had giuen her ſelfe to a 
number in her youth, yer neuertheleſle P/ato fo loued her, 
thathe wrotemany verſes in commendation of her. 

Alſo Socrates for his grauity and wifedome is renow- 
ned throughout all the world, yet he moſt dearely loued 
Alpaſy,an old and ouerworne Strumper. 

Loue ſtayed King Aztiochzs in Calcidea a whole winter, 
for one maid that hee fanciedthere , to his great hinde- 
Lance. 

Loue ſtayed King Hannibalin Capuaa long leafon, lay- 
ing all other his neceſlary affaires aſide,the which was no 
{mall hinderance to him ; tor in the meane while his enc- 
mies inuaded a great partof his Countrey. 

Likewiſe ul Ceſar , hee continued in Alexandria a 
long ſeaſon, not for the loue of one, bur hee luſted after 
many, to his great infamy and diſgrace. 

That = Captain Holofernes, whoſe fight made ma- 
ny thouſands to quake, yet he loſt his life, and wasflaine 
by a woman. 

'Was not Herods loue fo great to a woman,thathe cau- 
fed 1obr Baptzſt to loſe his headfor her ſake? 

Wherefore to auoid the ſight, many times is the beſt 


raſor 
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raſor, to cut off the occaſion of the euill which commerh 
by women ; For had not Holofernes ſeene the beauty of 
Indeth, and marked the fineneſſe ofherfoote, he had not 
loſt his head by her.If H-rod had not ſeen Herodizs daugh- 
ter daunce, hee had not fo rathly granted her Saint 70h 
Baptiſts head. Had not Eu ſcene the Apple, andalfo ſhe 
was tempted with the beauty of the Serpent , who as our 
Schoole-men do write,that he ſhewed himſelte likea faire 
young man; buthadnorſhe ſcene it, I ſay, ſhee had not 
eaten thereof,to her owne griefe and many more By ſight 
the wifc of Putiphar was moued to luſt after her ſeruant 7o- 
ſeph. Iris ſaid of Semiramis of Babylon, thatefter her huf- 
bands death, ſhe waxed ſo vnſatiable in carnall luſt, that 
two men at -one time could not fſatisfic her deſire, and 
ſo by her vnſatiableneſſe,at length all Perſia grew full of 
whoores. | 

And likewiſe of one Yenjſe aſtrumpet in Cipre it is ſup« 
poſed,that by her fame andill life, ſhe cauſed all Cpres ar 
length to be full of queanes. 

Knd of one faire Rodape in Egypt, who was the firſt no- 
ted woman in that Countrey, bur art length all the whole 
countrey became full of Strumpets. 

Is itnot ſtrange, that the ſeed of one man ſhould breed 
ſuch woe vnto all men? 30 

One ſaid vnto his friend , Come, letvs goe ſceapr 
wench. The other made this anſwer; I haue (faid he) ſha- 
ken ſuch fetters from my heeles, and I will neuer goe 
where I know I ſhall repent afterwards: butyet happily 
ſome may ſay vnto me, If thou ſhouldeſt refuſe the com- 


pany or the cuncſie of a woman, then ſhee would ac- þ 


* Sountthee aſofi-ſpirited foole,, amilk-lop,&a —_— 
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Buit alas fond foole,wilt thou more regard their babble, 
en thine owne blifſe, or eſteeme more their frumps , 
en thine owne welfare >.doſt thounorknow that wo- 
en alwaies ſtrive againſt wiſedome, although man 

imes it be to their vtter ouerthrow? Like the Roewhich 
often hurt with her owne hony: euen fo women are 

ften plagued with their owne conceit, waying downe 
oue with diſcurteſie, giuing him a weed, which preſents 
em with flowers : as their catching in jeſt, and theit 
cepingin earneſt, and yer ſhe thinks that ſhekeepes her 
fe blameleſſe, and. in all ill vices ſhe would goe name- 
fle , bur if ſhee carry irneuer fo cleane ,; yetinithe end 
eewiltbe counted but for a cunny-catching queanez 
dyerſhe will fveare thatſhe will thriue,as. long asſhee 

n finde [one man aliue: forſheethinks to doe all her 

wery inuiſible; ſhee will haue a figge leafe ro couer her 

= Þame:butwhenthe fig leafe is dry and withered,it doth 

t Þþewtheir nakednefſe ro-the world':' for take away'itheir 

ainted cloathes , and then they looke like ragged wals: 

- ke away their ruffes., and they looke ruggedly : their 

e Þyfesard ſtomachers, and they are ſtmple-ro behold : 

cir hairevntruſt, and they looke wildly ; andyer-there 

d fe many: which laies their ners'to catch a' pretty wo- 

an, 'but hee which getteth ſuch a/prize;gaines nothing 

y Þ his aduenture, but ſhame to the body, and danger to 

2- ſcfoule ; forthe heat ofthe young bloud oftheſe- wan- 

ns, leads many wnto deſtruction for this worlds plea- 

re. It chaunts your minds. and infeebleth your bo- 

's with diſeaſes, it alſo ſcandalleth. your good names, 

Irmoſtofall, it indangereth your ſoules ; how can it 0- 

-rwiſe chooſe, when luſt and vncleanneſle continually 

| E kcepE 
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epe themicompany;-glurtony' and floth ſeructh them || fo 
7 table ; pride by gon apparellech them zbutſ yo 
theſe ſeruames will waxe weary: of their {eruice, andin thefſ tic 
end they ſhall haue no other ſeruants to attend them,but} ue 
onelyſhame;priefe and repentance ;_butthen, oh thenfſ ſti 
(you willſay) when it is too late, -Oh would to God thatY nu 
wee had beene more .carefull of true glorious modeſty, pe, 
andlefſe cunning to keepe wantons company ! Ohthere:ſſ do 
fore! remember.; and thinke: bcfore-hand, : that cueryſij wo 
ſweer hath his ſowre: then buy -not- with adrop of honyſf you 
a'gallon of gall z doe not thinke that this worlds pleaſur = 
will afſe away.witha trifle, and thatno ſooner done, but] anc 
enkinky forgotten : No, no, anſwer your ſcluesthar theſſ anc 
puniſhment remaineth.eternally ;-and therefore'berter: i 
were to be an addle egge;thenan'euil} bird.. For we arefſ thu 
not barne for our ſelues to live at pleaſure ;;but to:takeſ} mi 
paines, and to labour for the good of our Countrey , 
ſodelighttull.is our preſent ſweetneſle; that wee neverrefſ pen 
member the following ſowre : for youth are too teoxabieſ as t| 
wonne-and overcome with the worlds-vanities:: Qh-tooff T 
ſoone (1 fay:) is youth in the bloſſomes deuonred withſſbele 
the caterpillers of foule- luſt, and laſciuious deſires , theyouw 
blacke Fiend ob Hell;by: hisanticing fweer ſinne of luſtYmor 
drawes manyyoung wittes! to.confuſton 5 for. in time the | 
drawes the heartbloud of your gooadnames;andrhat beFnor 
ing onceloft, is neuer gotten againe.. . +... » thou 
- Agaihe., Luſt at yolt to doe ſuch foule deedsfiknee 
which makes'your forcheads for cuer afterwards ſeemQwith 
ſported with blacke ſhaine, and cucrlaſting infamy , bWſthat: 
which-meanes,your graues after death are cloſed vp witlfbee' 1 
timesſcandall. Andyer VWomen are my > Furc, 
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ſoone won, got with anapple, and loſt withche paring: 
young wirtes are ſoone corrupted, womens bright beau- 
ties breed curious thoughts; and golden gifts eaſily 0- 
uercome wanton defires,with changing modeſty into pa- 
ſtimes of vanity, and being once delighted therein,conti- 
nues inthe1ame without repentance: you are onely the 
peoples wonder, and misfortunes banding ball toſt vp 8 


<-|| downe the world with woe vpon woe, yea ten thouſand 


ry wocs will bee galloping hard at your heeles, and purſue 
| you whereſocuer you gozfor thoſe of ill report cannorftay 
Lok in-one place,but rome and wander ho the world, 
ut and yertcuer vnfortunate, proſpering innothing, forſaken 
of and caſt out from all ciuill companies,ſtill in feare leſt au- 
it chority with the ſword of Iuſtice,barre them of liberty.Lo 
ef thus your kues are deſpiſed, walking like nigh-Owles in 
} miſery,and no comfort ſhall be your friend,bur onely re- 
J pentance comming too late, and ouer-deare botght : A 
penance and puniſhmenr,due to all ſuch hated creatures 
iT as theſe are. 
ol Therefore belecue, all you vnmarried wantons, and in 
belecuing grieue , that you haue thus vriluckily made 
heyour ſelues neither maidens, widdowes , nor wiues , bur 
more vile then filthy channell-durr, fir to be ſwept our of 
: the heart and ſuburbes of your Countrey. Ohthen ſuffer 
&Fnot this worlds pleafure to rake from youthe good 
FYtboughts ofan honeſt life : Burdowne, downe vpon your 
Fknees,you carthly Serpents,and waſh away your black fin 
with the.criſtall teares of true ſorrow and repentance , ſo 


Wtharwhen you wander from this inticing world, you may 
bee waſhed and cleanſed from this foul leprokie of na- 
Fucc, 
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Loethus in remote of minde my tongue hath yrtered 
to the wantons of the world , the aboundance- of m 
hearts griefe, which I haue ! cms by the vnſeeme 
behauiour of vnconſtant both men and women, yetmen 
for the moſt partare touched but with one fault , whic 
is drinking roo much : but it is ſaid of women, that they 
haue two faults, that is, they can neither ſay well, nor yer 
doe well. | 

For commonly, women are the moſt part of the fore 
noone painting themſchies, and frizling theirhaires, anc 
prying in their glaſle, like Apes to prancke vp themiſclue 
intheir gawdies; like Poppets , or like the Spider which 
weaues a fine web to hang the flie. Among women ſhe 
is accounted aflut which goeth nor in her filkes : there 
fore ifthouwilt pleate thy Lady, thou muſt bke andloue 
ſue and ſcrue, and in ſpending thou muſt lay on load; fo 
they muſt haue maintainance howſoeuer they get it , by 
hooker by crooke,outof jwd.z bag, or the Deutls dud 
get, thou muſt ſpare-neither lands nor liuing, money nc 


er wotneh will account thee a pi ch-penny, if thoi 
be notprodigall, anda daſtard,if thou bee not ventrous 
for they account none valiant, =—_—_ they be deſperate 


if filem, aſfot;zaftullot words, a ; iudging all to be 
Clownes which be not Courtiers. If thou be cleanely i 
thine apparrell, they will terme chee proud; ifmeane i 
apparel], aſlouen; iftall, alunges; if ſhort, adwarfe : fc 
haue ripe wits,andready tongues, and ifthey geta 
inch,they will claimean ell thee will collchees abowr 
necke with one hand, bur the other ſhall bee diving: in 
thy pocket, and if thou take her with the manner, then 
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wasbur in ieſt , but many times they take in jeſt (and if 


they bee not ſpied) keepe itin earneſt: but if thy pockets 
grow empty , and thy reucnues will not hold out longer 
to maintaine her pompe and brauery, then ſhe preſently 
leaues to make much of thy perſon, and will not ſticke to 
fay vnto thee , thatſhe could haue beſtowed her loue on 
ſucha one as would haue maintained herlike a woman , 
ſo by theſe meanes they weaue the web of their own woe, 
and ſpin the thred of their owne thraldome; if they lacke 
they will lacke at the laſt , for they will cut it out of the 
whole cloth ſo longas the peece will hold out. 

Is not the Bee hiued for fs hony, the Sheepe ſheared 
for his fleece , the Oxe necke wrought for his maſters 
profit, the fowle plucked for her feathers , the tree graf- 
red to bring forth fruit, and the carth laboured to brin 
foorth corne ? but what labour or coſt thou beſtowel 
ona woman,is all caſt away, for ſhee will yeelde thee no 
profit atall, for when thou haſt done all, and giuen them 
all that they can demand , yet thou ſhalt bee as well re- 
warded,as thoſe men were whom E/op hired for three 
halfepence a day to heare him recite his fables. Theſe 
things becing wiſely conſidered , then what a foole art 
thou to blinde thy {ik in their bold bchauiour,and bow 
at thejr beckes, and come at their calls,and ſell thy lands, 
to make them ſwimme in their ſilkes, and et in their iew- - 
ells, making 74 a Gentlewoman, inſomuch that ſhee ca- 
reth not a penny for the fineſt, nor a figge for the prou- 
deſttſhe is as good as the beſt,although the haue no more 
honeſty then barely to ſerue her owne turne , ſuffering 
cuery mans fingers as deep inthe diſh, as thine are in the 
platter, and cuery man to angle, where thou caſteſt thy 
| . E 3 hooke, - 
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hooke, holding vp to all that come , not much vnlike a 
Barbers chaire, that ſo ſoone as one knaue is out, another 
is in, a common hackney for cuery one that will ride, a 
boat for euery one to row in: now it thy wealth doe begin 
ro faile pony os biddeth thee farwell,and giuerh thee the 
adiey in the Deuils name , not much valike the knauith 
Porters in Briſtow, who will cry, A new maſter,a new, and 
hang vp the old. If the matter be fo plaine, then conſider 
this 218 the houſe where ſuch a one keepeth her reſi- 
dence,is morc-odious with {lander.,then carrion doth in- 
fe& the ayre with ſtinke ; let them flatter how they will, 
there isno loue inthem , but from the teeth outward. I 
blaze theirproperries the plainer,and giue thee the firon- 
gerreaſons, becauſe I would haue thee loath the allurin 

traines of ſuch deceitful and laſciuious women: althoug 

ſhe make great proteſtations of loue, and thereto bindeth 
her ſelfe with moſt damnable oathes , then belecue her 
leaſt of all, for there is no more hold in her oathes,nor in | 


herloue,thenis certainly of a faire day in Aprill, although - 
itlooke neuer ſo cleere,yet it may turne to a foule. I haue 
ſecne a Curtizan thus pictured our : 

Firſt,a faire young manblind,and in his armes a beauti- 
fullwoman, with one hand in his pocket, ſhewing her 
theft, and aknife inthe other hand to cur his throat. 

Now peraduenture,thou maiſt ſay vnto that, thou doſt 
not know-one woman from another, without ſome triall, 
becauſe all women are in ſhape alike : for the ſowre crab 
is like the ſweet pippin true it is, ſo the Ranen is a bird, 
and the Swan 5s buy a bird: euenſo many women are in 
ſhape Angels, but in qualities Deuils , painted coffius 
with rotten bones : the Eſtridge carrieth faire _— 
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but ranck Rieſh : the hearb A7o/o carricth a flowre as white 
as ſnow,bur a root as blacke as inke. 

' Although women are beautifull, ſhewing pitry , yet 
their hearts are blacke, ſwelling with miſchiete,not much 
ynlike vnto old trees, whoſe outward leaues are faire and 

reene, and yet the body rotten: if thou hant their houſes, 
thou wilt be enamoured ; and if thou doe but harken to 
theſe Syrens, thou wilt be inchanted, for they will allure 
thee with amorous glances of luſt , and yet kill thee with 
bitter lookes of hate : they haue dimples in their cheekes 
ta-deceiue thee , and wrinkles in their browes to betray 
thee :they haue eies to intice, ſmiles to flatter , imbrace- 
ments to proucke, beckes to recall, lips to inchant, kiſſes 
to inflame, and tcares to excuſe themſelues.. 

If God hadnot made them only to be a plague to man, 
he would nener haue called them neceſlary mn ou what 
are they better ? for what do they either ger or gaine,ſaue 
or keepe ? nay they doe rather ſpend and conſume all thar 
which man painetully getteth : a man muſt be at all the 
coſt, andyer live by the loſle.. 

It is veryeaſie for him which neuer experienced him- 
ſelfe inthatvaine pleaſure, or repenting pleaſure, chooſe 
you whether , I meanc the accompanying of lewd wo- 
men: but ſuch as are exerciſed and-experimented in that 
kind ofdtudgery,they I ſay, haue a continual defire, and 
temptation is. ready at hayd:, therefore take heed at the 
firſt, ſuffer-not thy ſelfe to bee led away into luſttull folly, 
fr it is more cafie for a young man or-waid to forbeare 
carnall aQ, then itis for a widdow, and yet more eafie for 
a widdow, then for her that is married and hath her huſ- 
band wantiwg:then take heed at the firft, for there i no- 
0 thing. 


ſome men will ſteale if their hands were bound behind 
them; and ſome againe-will rather erue ——__—_ 
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nothing gotten by women bur repentance. 

For women are like the Bay trec, which 1s euer 
but without fruit; or like the vnprofitable thorne,, which | be 
beareth as trim a bloſſome as the apple: this.is nothing, 
bur to tell thee that thou muſt not 1wdge of gold by the Þ| fin 
colour , nor of womens qualities by their faces, nor-b ift 
their ſpeeches ; for they haue delicate tongues,which wil fin 
rauiſh and tickle the itching eares of giddy headed yong Þ the 
men,ſo foolith, that they thinke themſelues happy it they Jan 
can butkiſle the dazie whereon their loue doth treadzgwho Flhe 
if ſhe frowne,chen HE deſcends preſently into hell: bur if rhe 
ſhe ſmile, then is hee carried with wings vp into heauenz: Fee 
there is an old ſaying, that when a dog wags his tayle, he | 
loues his maſter. evle-3 it 

Some thinke,that.if a woman ſmile on them,ſhe is pre- 
ſently ouer head and eares in loue: one muſt weareher 
gloue, another her mpmo—— her colours of delight, $ 
and another ſhall ſpend andliue vpon thefpoile which It 
ſhee getteth from al the reſt: then if thou wilt giue th 7 
body tothe Chirurgian,and thy ſoule to the Deuill, ſuc 
women are fit for thy diet. Many creatures of -euery kind 
reſemble women in conditions; for ſome horſe.an vn- 
Skilfull rider can hardly diforder; and ſome againe-indef- 
pight of the beſt rider that is , will haue a 1adiſh tricke : 

ome Hawke although he be ill ſerued, yer will fit quiet 
and ſome, if neuer ſo well ſerued, yet will conti flie 
at checke : againe , ſome hounds by no meanes will for- 
ſake their vadertaken game, and ſome againe indeſpite 
of the huntſman will continually runne at'randome: and 


| 
| 
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ſo ſome women will not bee wonnecwith feauen yeates 
louing, and ſome againe-will offend witty an houresli- 
berty. | wee en?” 

Thetfore;if thou ons a thouſand yeares,, thou ſhalt 
find a woman nothing elſe but a conmary vnto man : nay; 
if thou continue with her a hundreth yeares,yerthou ſhale 
find in hernew fancies, and contrary ſorts of behauiour; 
therefore; ifall the world were paper, and all the ſea inke, 
and all the trees and plants were pens, and euery-man in 
the world were a writer , yet were they notable with all 
their labour and cunning, to ferdowne all the crafty de- 
ccits of women. : 

Now me thinks-I heare ſome of you ſay, thatyoung 
wits are ſoone corrupted, and that dotniandaighs beany 
breedeth curious thoughts inmen, alſo golden gifts caſt- 
ly ouercommeth wanton womens deſires : and thereby 
make them become Yen darlings , quite changing cu- 
ſtomes of modeſty, into paſſions of vanity, wherein once 

ighted, they continue in the fame without repentance 
vr ſorrow: Butouralas,you laſciuious Dames, theſe lewd 
onditions of yours, will ſpeedily bring all your ioyest0 
DITOW. 4 | 
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hi third hep ſever aveme againſt lout , alſo 

reaſons not tobetio haſty pag rucar RE 
meny but thou wilt marry, then how to chooſe awife;with 

' 4 Commendation of the good, vertuous , and honeſt” Wo- 


12 diiNau! lii4h .1Þ - BE 


FE nottoo haſty romarry,'for doubr leſt thou 
marry in haſte.z/and repent by leyſure 5For 
| | there are many troubles which commerh 
== galloping atthe:hceles of a woman, which Þ ra 
many young men-betoze-hand! doe: not thinke-of,'the þ| is, 
world: 1s'not all made of 'Oremcale znor all isnot golde f| w] 
thar- gliſters , nor a ſmiling countenance is no certaine ff þ], 
reſttmoniall of a merry heart ::11or the way to heauen is | th; 
not ſtrewed with ruſhes y no- more is the-cradle of eate fy 
it.a'womans lappe:;- #-rhou»wert a ſeruant, 'orinbon-} by 
dage before, yet whenthou marrieſt, thy toyle is heuer 
the neer ended, but euen then, and not betore,thowchan« 
eſtthy golden life whichtbbudidft leade before inte- 
ofthe married , fora'drop of hony which' quickly 
tuxneth to bee as bitter asworm-wood 3 Andrtherefore 
fatre bener-it were to hauc. two plowes goingithen oneſtide 
cradle, and better a barne filled then abed ; therefore eurſows 
off the occaſhom; which may any: way bring: thee inedþphil 
foolesParadice.. Then firft;and aboue all;ftawn idlents;drii 
for idlenes is the beginner and maintainer ofloue ,:therafthok 
fore apply thy ſelfe about ſome! atfaires;,"otbe occupiec 
abour-ſome bufineſſe : for ſo long as thy minde or thy-boShi 


[ 
dy is in labour , the loue of a woman is not remembred 


. 
Fl 
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nor luſtneuer thought von hutif thou ſpend thy timeſkis & 
idlely amongſt women , thou art like vnto him whichShin 
playethiwith the Bee, who may herſtingÞmy 
then.taſteof ber hony 3:he thayte@ic eehzmay. beech ; 
defiled therewith. Roſes-vnadniledly-gathered ;:pricklqiſe ;; 


our fingers ; Bees vngently handled, ſting ourfaces, :andhalee; 

yetthe one is pleaſant, and the other is profitablegand ilffple; 

thoy be in company of wotnen, the Deuill hunſelfe hath&ky a 
| not 
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k | nor morellufions to'(petmen into hisnet, then women 
t | hatie devicesand inventions to allure mer intotheir loue; 
h | andif thou fuffer thy ſelfe once to be led into fools pa- 
h J radice;(charis to ſay) the bed or cloſet wherein a woman 
e {| is, (then! ſay) thou arrlike a bird fnared in a Lime-buſh, 
e | whichthemore the ſtriuerh; the fyſterſhe is. Tt'is vapoſſi- 
cf ble to fall amongſt ſtones, and not bee hurt, or an__ 
15 | thornes, and not be prickt, or amongſtnettles;and not 
ng :a mah cannot carry fire in his boſome , andnot 

o-f butnehis.cloathing; no more can a tian liue in loue; bur 
| itisallifeas wearifomeas hell; and hee that marricth'a- 
wife; tnatclieth himfelfe vato many troubles. If thou ma- 
e-Jricſt a/ſtill anda quiet woman , that will ſeemerto thee 

fJthatthourideſt bur aniambling horſe ro hell; but if with' 

nethatesfroward and vnquiet, thegghou wert as good 
Eeltride atrotting horſe to the Deuill:heerein I wil-not be m 
owe caruer, but I referreyou tothe judgement of thoſe 
d&chich haue ſeene the troubles,and felt the rormems; for 
Sponeacebercerableto iudge of womens qualities, then 
12Shofe which haue them! ; none feeles the hardnefle of the 
eaFlint, buthe thar irikes ir; none knowes where the ſhooe 
oÞincheth, but he that wears it. It is ſaidehata man ſhould 
cd,Fara:bufhell offale with one which he'meznes ro make 
meſſus friefiedy before hee pur any great confideneecor truſt 
icnrhim.::An&if thou bee fo long in. chooſing a friend, 
ngÞ}my mindethou hadſtneede to eat-two buſhels of falr 
beekidy a womari,;beforethou makethet ez other- 


ckleiſe before> thou hafiraren one (ge > ber;thou 
andhaltcafte' 66 tet quarters of fortow, andfor every dram 
d ifpleafure}anounceofpaine, and foreucryipint of ho-- 
a gallonof-gall, and for cueryinche'of mirth an - 
F 2 O 
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of mone., Inthe beginning.s awomans lotie ſcemeth de 
ligbtfull, bur-enderh with deftruQtion; therefore hee that 
truſteth to the loue of a woman, ſhall be as ſure as he thar 
hangeth by the leafe of atree inthe later end of Suramer: 

and yer there is great difference betwixt the 'ſtandin 
poole , andthe running ftreame, although theyare both 
WALCTS. of | } 
Therefore of two euils, chooſe the leaſt, and auoid Ke 
greateſt ; but my meaning is not heere to aduiſe thee to 
chooſe the leaſt woman: ; for the little women are as vn- 
happy as the greateſt ; for though their ſtatutes be line, 
yettheir hearts are big : then _ faire toall, bur truſt 
none, and ſay with Dzogeres, It is too ſoone-for a young 
man.to matry, and too late forold men. One asked a Pl: 
loſopher, what he life of a married man was ? hee anſwe 
red, Miſery. And wharig his felicity ? Miſery * for he ſtil 
lingersin hope of further ioy. And what is his end?andh 
gill anſwered, Miſery, \ onal ilaid 
| Thereare fixe kinds of women which thou ſhouldeſt 
take heed that thou-miatch not-thy lelfe to any one off 
them: that i510 ſay ,, good norbad ,'fairenor foule, rich} ' 
nor poore:;; fey if thou marrieſt one that.is -gdod,, thou} + 
maiſt quicklyſpillhet with roo- much making vf:her:Foſ \ 
when pr yender pricks a- woman ;thenſhee will- grow } 
nauifh: and ifbad,; then thou muſt ſupparther.in all hej ' 
bad a&ions;:atd that will be ſo weatiſome vnto thee; thafſ}. | 
thou hadſt as good- draw watcx'continually eo fall a boi} | 
t 
t 
þ 


tomleſſe rub ib ſhe be faire, thenthau nuſt doe nothin; 
cle but watch ie cand ifſhe be foule andloathſom,,whi 
canabide-her >-ifſhee be rich, then thou mult forbe: 
her becauſe of her wealth: and ifſhe be potxe; thep the 
'Þ mul 
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miſt maintaine her, 3.GCIS LIKED » 
For if a woman-beneuerſo rich in dowry , happy by 
het good name, beaurifull of body,ſober of countenance, 
eloquent in ſpeech, and adorned with vertue , yet they 
haue one ill quality or other, which ouerthroweth all the 
other: like vatothat Cow which giueth great ſtore of 
tilke, and preſently ſtriketh irdowne with her foote, ſuch 
a.cow is as much to be blamed for the loſle,as to be com- 
meyded forthe gift : orlike as when men talke of ſuch a 
' man, orſuch a man, he is. an excellent good workeman, 
or he is a =_” Chirurgian, or a good Philition, or hee is 
. apretty f of his hands , butif they conclude with 
this word , But it is pitty hee hath one fault , which com- 
monly in fome men is drnnkennefle, then I ſfay,ifhe were 
enducd with all the former qualities , yet they cannot 
gaine him fo much credit to counterpoiſe the diſcredit 
thatcommeth thereby. ff 
; Itisfaidofmen, that they hauethat one fault, but of 
women it is faid that they haue two faults , that is to ſay, 
they canneither ſay well, nor doe well: there is a ſaying 
that gocth thus, that things farre fercht and deare bought 
are Soo moſt. dearely beloued , the like may be ſaid of 
womicn, although many of them. are not farre ferched , 
yetthey aredeare bought, yea and fo deare, that many a 
man curſerh his hard pennworths, and bannes his owne 
heart ; for the pleaſure of the faireſt woman in the world 
laſteth bur ahony moone, thatis, while a man hath glut- 
red hisaffe&ions, and-reaped the fitſt fruit, his pleaſure 
becing paſt ſorrow and repemance remaineth ſtill with 
him 


Therefore to make thee the ſtronger to ſtriue againſt 
i1d F 3 theſe 
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theſe tame Serpents, thou ſhalt haue more ſtrings-to/th 

bow then one,1tis ſafe riding at rwoankers; jk Os 
before thou leape,leſt thy ſhinnes thou chance to breake. 


Now the fire is kindled,let vs burne this other fagor , and. 


ſo to our matter againe. 
. Ifawoman beneuer ſo comely, thinke her a counter- 
fer; ifneuer ſo ſtraight, thinke her crooked ; if ſhe be well 
ſer, call Ker a boſle; if ſlender, a hazell rwig ; if browne , 
thinke her as blacke as a Crow ; if wo". 4 dy a pain- 
red wall; if ſad, or ſhame-fac'd, then thinke hera clowne z 
if merry and pleaſant, then ſhe is the liker to-be-a wanton. 
But if thou bee ſuch a foole that thou wilt fpend thy time 
and rreaſure,the one inthe loue of women, and the other 
to delightthem.z in my mind thou reſembleſt the ſimple 
Indians , who apparel! themſelues moſt richly whenthey 
goeto be burned. 

But what ſhould I ſay? ſome will not giue their bable 
forthe Tower of London. He that hath failed at ſea, hath 
ſcene the dangers, and he that is married, can tell of his 
owne woe , but hee that is neuer burnt, will nenefread 
the fire. Somewill goe to dice,although they ſee others 
loſe all their moneyat play, and ſome will marry, though 
they beg together. Is it not ſtrange that menſhould beſo 
fooliſh to dote on women, who'differ ſo farre.in-nature 
from men? for a man delights in armes, & in hearing the 
rattling drums,but a woman loues to heare fweetrpuſick 
on the Lute, Cittern , or Bandora : a man reioydeth to 
warchageng the murthered carkaſles , but a woman to 
dance on a fi 
nings of his Princes enemies, but a woman weepes when 
"© of wars : a man loues to lye onthe cold gralſe, 

ur 


en carpet: a man loues to heare the threat-' 
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buta woman muſt be wrapped in warme mantles: a man 

tryumphes at warres , but a woman reioyceth more at 
aCe. 

If amantalke of any kinde of beaſt or fowle, preſent] 
the natute-isknowne : as for example, the Lyons are al 
ſtrong and hardy, the Hares are all fearefull and coward- 
ly, the Doues are all ſimple, and fo of all beaſts and fowle 
like, I meane few or none {waruing from his kind;bur 
women haue more contrary ſorts of behauiour then there 
be women, andtherefore impoſſible for a man ro know 
all, no nor one part of womens qualities all the daics of 
thy life. | | 

Some With ſweete words vndermine their husbands , 
as Dabladid Simfon,and fome with chiding and brawling 
are made weary of the world, as-Socrates and others : So- 
crates when his wife did chide and brawle,would goe our 
ofthe houſe till all were quietagaine z but becauſe hee 
would not.ſcold with heragaine,t gricued herthe more ; 

or on a time ſhee watched his going our ,.and threw a 
chamber-pot out of a window on his Read. Ha, ha,quorh 
hee, I thought after all this thunder there would come 
raine. 

There is an hiſtory maketh mention of one named 4z- 
ayniozs, who inuited a friend of his. to go home with him 
to ſupper; but when he came home, he found his wife chi- 
ding and brawling with her maidens.,, whereat his _ 
was very much diſcontented.. 4vzyniows'ruming tohim, 
ſaid. Good Lord how impatient-art thou ?.I hauc ſuffe- 
red her theſe twenty yeares, and canſt not thou abide her 

o boures?;by which-meaneshe cauſed his wife ro.ledue 
ang laughedoutthe mantet> x) 07 
"he There 
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There is no woman butcither ſhe hath along tongue, 
oralonging tooth, and they are two ill ws s., if 
they dwell together ; for the one will lighten thy purſe, if 
it be ſtill pleaſed, and the ther will waken thee from thy 
leepe, it it be not charmed. Is itnot ſtrange of whatkinde 
of metrall a womans tongue is made of ? . oh neither cor- 
reCtion can chaſtiſe, nor faire meanes quiet: for there is a 
kinde of venome in it, that neither by faire meanes nor 
foule they are to be ruled. All beaſts by man are'made 
tame, but a womans tongue will neuer be lame ; it is but 
a ſmall thing, and ſcldome ſeene, bur it is often heard , to 
the terror and vtter confuſion of many a man. | 
Therfore,as a ſharpe bit curbes a froward hotſe,cuen fo 
acurſtayoman muſt be roughly ved: but ifwomen could 
hold their rongues, then many times men-would hold 
their hands.As the beſt metlted blade is mixtwith iron,e- 
uen ſo the beſt woman that is, is not free from faults ; the 
oodlieſt gardens are notfree from weeds,no.moreis the 
ſtnorthe faireſt woman from ill deeds. 
He that wſeth troth to tell, 
May blamed be, though he ſay well. 
If thou be young, marry not yet, 
If thou be old, thou wilt haue more wit ;, 
For young mens wines will not be taught, 
And olde mens wines are good for nought. 
when he o_ a a9 by law, 
Shall ſtriue hke a cox-comb, atzd proue but a daw. 
Then buy not thou with ouermuch coſt, 
The thing which yeelds but labour hoſt. 
- Diuers beaſts, andfowle,by nature haue more ſtren 
in one part ofthe body:thenin another , as the Wl” 


41 
the beake;the Vnicorne in thehorne,the Bull in the head, 
the Beare in his armes,the Horſein his breſt, the Dogge 
in his teeth, the Serpent in his tayle:but a womans chiete 
ſtrength}.is in her tongue; the Serpent hath not ſo much 
venome in his tayle,as ſhe hath in her tongue; and as the 
Serpent neuer leaueth hiſſing and ſtinging, and ſeeki 
to 5 260 miſchiefe : cuen ſo, ſome women are neuer well, 
except they be caſting out venome with their rongues,to 
the hurt of their huſ bands or of their neighbours ; there- 
fore he that will diſcloſe his ſecrets to a woman, is wore 
thy to haue his hayre cut with Samſon; for, if thou vnfol- 
deſt any thing of ſecret to a woman, the more thou char- 
geſt her ro keepe it cloſe, the more ſhe will ſeeme as: ir 
were to bee with childe till ſhee haue reuealed it amon 
her gofſips; yet if one ſhould make doubt ofher ſecrefie; 
ſhee would ſeeme angry,and ſay,Iam no ſuch light huf 
wife of mytongue , as they whoſe ſecrets lye art their 
tongues ends,which flies abroad ſoſoone as they open 
their moutheg, therefore feare nor to diſcloſe your - ſe- 
crets to mee,for I was neuer rouched with any _ of 
my tongue in all my life;nay, {hee will nor ſticke to fiveare 
that ſhe will treade it vnder foot,or bury it vnder a ſtone: 
yetforall this, belecue hernot, for cuery woman hath 
one Eſpeciall goſſip at the leaſt, which ſhee doth loue 8 
affeQaboue all the reſt,and vnto her ſhee runnerh with al 
he ſecrets ſhe knowerh. , 
* There isan hiſtory making mention of one Lyas,whom 
Ring Amaſis commandedto goe into the market, and to 
buy the beſt and profitableft meathe could get; and hee 
nothing but ton e King af ked him the rea- 
fon why he bought no other mcar,who made this anſwer, 
G 
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I was commandedto buy the beſt meate, and from the 
tongue came many good and profitable ſpeaches; then 
the king {cent him again, and bade him buy-the worſtand 
vnprofitableſt meate: and he likewiſe bou ght nothing but itth 
tongues, the King againe aſked him the reaſon, from no. | atÞ 
thing(faid hee ) commeth worſe venome, then from the hey 
rongue, -and ſuch rongues muſt women haue. pirih 
Romaine hiſtory maketh mention of one of the ſolu 
chiefe gouernors of Rome,that had a ſonne, whoſe name] Brea 
was Papirius, whoſe father tooke him with him to the (cor 
Councell-houſe, that thereby he might learne wiſdome,ſ H 
wiſhinge him withall to: keepe their ſecrets: his motherſſÞutt: 
was diuers times aſking of the boy what they did at the 
Counfaile-houſe, and what the cauſe was of theire oftenf hee 
meeting; onea time young 'Papirins fearing to diſpleaſeſ] yet 1 
his father,and hoping ro ſatiſhe his mother tould her this, 
Mother( aid he)there is hard hokd amongſt them about beca 
making of a law, that euery man ſhall have two wines, Warr 
ot euery woman two huſbands and fo far as I can perj$*y 
ceyuez it:is likely to be'concluded vpon, that cuery 
ſhall haue rwo wines, | RD 6 
Thenextday, when his father and he were gone fo th 
Counſaile-houfe, ſhee beſtirred her {elft and got moſt of 
the chicfe women of the City together, and'rould them 
what a law was like to be made, if ir were not-preuentec 
and ſo tothe Counſaile-houſe they went a.great flocke 
ofthem: but whenthey: came in, the Goviernours wereſ 
allamazed, andasked the cauſe of their comming 2? and 
one bf the women: hauinge leatie-to ſpeake, faide thus 5 
Wheras youare about to make-a Jaw ghateuery man 
haue two wiues, conſider with your {clues what mains 
ne 
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neſſe and ftrife thereby will ariſe: bur ( faidſhee) itwere 
better thatone woman ſhould haue two husbands , that 
ifthe one were on buſineſle abroad, the other might bee 
at home. Now when the Gouernours heard this ſpeach, 
they maruailed wherupon it ſhould ariſe? then young Pa- 
pirias requeſted that he might ſpeake, who cr. re- 
ſolued them the cauſe of the womens comming, fo they 
greatly commendedthe boy,.and laughed the women to 
{corne. | 

Here thou maiſt perceiue by a taſte, what wine is inthe 
butt:if the Dragons head be full of poyſon, what venome 
then(think you)lurketh in thetayle? All this is but to tell 
thee ofthe doubts and dangers that come by marriage, 
yet I would not haue all men fearetolye inthe Ye 
cauſe a Snake lyeth there, nor all men feare to goto Sea, 
becauſe ſome mer. are drowned at Sea, neither doe 1 
warrant al men to feare to goe.to their beds. becauſe ma- 
ny dy in their beds:then marry a Gods name, but againe 
nnd againe take heede to the choyce of thy wife. 

Marry not for beautie withourt vertue, nor chooſe fot 
iches without good conditions. Sa/omon amongſt many 
Fother notable ſentences fit for this purpoſe, ſaith, that a 
faire woman without diſcreet maners, is like a gold ring 
In a {wines ſnowte? and if thou marrieſt for wealth,then 
hy wife many times will caſt it inthy diſh ſaying, that of 
a begger ſhee made thee a man: againe, if thou marrieſt 
4Þor beautie and aboue thy calling, thou muſt not onely 
dare with thy wiucs folly, bur with many vnhappy 
ords, for ſhee wil ſay, ſhe was blinded in fancying thee: 
&Þor ſhe might haue had Capraine fucha one,or this Gen- 
ſe ſeman), or thar, ſo that thou ſhalt neuer neede to craue a 
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foule word at herhandsin ſeuen yearcs, for thou ſhalt 
hauc enow without afking;beſides,] feare mee thou wilt 
be better headed then , for ſhee will make thee 
weare an Oxe feather inthy cap;yethe which hath a fayre 
wife willaqduenture on a thouſand infamies,onely in hope 
to keepe her inthe ſtate ofan honeſt woman; bug it fhee 
| bell giuen,do what thou canſt, breake thy heart and bend 
thy ſtudy neuer ſo much,yert all will not ſerue,thou maicſt 
kr her goe all howres of the night,ſhee will neuer meete 
with aworſethen her ſclte, except ſhee mecte with the 
deuillhimſelte. 

Therefore yet once more I aduiſe thee in the choyce 
of thy wife, to-haue a ſpeciall regardto her qualities and 
conditions before thoufhake hands or iumpe a. match 
with her ; Alſo inquire and markethe life and conuerſa 
tion ofher Parents,let the old Prouetbe put thee in mind 
hereof that an euill Bird laycth an ill Egge, the Cat will 


after her kind, an ill Tree cannot bring foorth goodſ 


fruit, the young Crab goeth crooked like the Damme 
the young Cocke croweth asthe old, and it is a. veric 
rare mattcr toſce children tread out ofthe pathesoftheir 
Parents. Hee thatcommeth into a Fayre to buy a ho 
will prye into euery parttoſee whether hee bee found of 
winde and limbe,and without cracke or flaw, and whe 
ther his breeding were in a hard ſoyle, or whether he be 
well paced, and likewiſe he will haue a care thathis horſe 
ſhallhaue all outward markes which betoken a goos 
horſe, yet with all the cunning he hath, he may be decei 
ned;bur if hee proue a lade, he way.put him away at the 
next Fayre. 

Butifin choyſe of thy wife. thou be deceyued, as many 
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men are, thou muſt ſtand to thy word which thon 
madeſt before the whole Parriſh, which was, to take 
her for better or worſe;for there isno refuſing, ſhee will 
ſticke to thee as cloſe as a ſaddle to a horſes backe, and if 
ſhe be frowardly ginen, then ſhe will vexe thee night & 


day. 

7 MO the quieteſt couples that are, yet houſhold iars 
will arjſc,but yer ſuch _ which happen inthe day, 
are often quallificd with kifſes in the ni fr.bur it it be nor 


ſo ended ,their thirſt will goe forward like the carriage 
which is drawn between two horſes, taile to taile, & if ſhe 
cannot reuenge her ſelfe with her tongue, nor with her 
hands,nor with conuaying thy goods, yet ſhee will pay 
thee home priuately; tor it thou ſtrike with thy ſword , 
ſhe will ſtrike with the ſcabard;chooſe not the -rapicr by 
his ringing,nor thy wife by her ſin ingfor if thou doeſt, 


thou mayelt be very well deceyued in both,for thy rapier 
may proue a gad,and thy wite bur little better. 

- Nowif thou aſke me how thouſhouldeſt chooſe thy 
wife? I anfwere,that thou haſt the whole world ro make 
choyſe,8 yet thou maieſt be deceyued.An ancient father 
being asked by a young man how hee ſhould chooſe a 
wife,he anſwered him thus, When thou ſeeſta flocke 
of maydens together, hudwinke thy ſelfe faſt, and runne 
amongſt them, and looke which thou chaſeſt, lerher be 
thy wite:the young man told him, that if he went blind- 
folded.he might be deceyued : and ſo thou maieft(quoth 
the old man)it thy eyes were open; for inthe choiſe of 
thy wife,chou muſt not truſt thy owne eyes, for they will 
deceiue thee, and be the cauſe of thy woe:for ſhe uy 
ſeeme good whoſe waſie is like a wand, orſhe whic 
bd | G 3 hath 
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hath a ſpider fingered hand, or ſhe which on her tiptoes , 
fill doth Rand , and neuer read but in a golden booke, ; 
nor will not be caught but with a golden hooke; or ſuch , 
a one as can ſtroke a beard, or looke a head, and of euery 
flea make her {clfc afraide if one had a ſpring , ſuch a 
wench would make him a beggar if he were halfe a King: , 
then this is no bargaine for thee. Bur harke a little fur- . 
ther: the beſt time h a young man to marry,is at the age 
of twenty and fiue, and then to take a wite of the age of V 
ſeuenteene yeares, or thereabout , rather a maid then a p 
widdow; _ for a widdow is framed to the conditions of | 
another man, and can hardly be altered, fo that thy pains h 
will be double : for thou muſt vnlearne a widdow, and b 
make her forget and forgoe her former corruptand dif- 1 
ordered behamour, the which is hardly to. be done : bur " 
a young woman of tender yeares is flexible and bending, by 
Ff at and ſubie& to doe any thing , according to the ” 
will and pleaſure of her husband. D 
And if thy ſtate be good, marry neere home, and atlei- n 
ſure; bur if thy ſtate be weake and poore, then to better = 


thy ſelfe after enquiry made of her wealth and conditions, wy 
£0 farre off,and diſpatch it quickly,for doubt leſt tartling 


peeches, which commonly in theſe caſes runne berwixr » 
party and party, and breake ir off, euen then when it is | | 
come tothe vp-ſhot : bur as I haue already ſaid, before 2 
thou putthy foot out of doores , make diligent enqui c 
of her behaviour; for by the marker-folke thou ſhalt Þ 
heare how the market goeth : for by enquiry thou ſhalt 
heare whetherſhe be wiſe, vertuous, and kinde, wearing y. 


* but her owne proper haire , and ſuch garments as her 
friends eſtate will affoord , or whether the loue tokeepe 
| within 
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within the houſe, and tothe ſeruants haue a watchfull 
eic, or if ſhee haue acare when to ſpend,& whento ſpare, 
and to be content with what God cloth ſend, or ifſhe can 


(hed no kind ofvrſtamed teares, but when iuſt cauſe vf 


hearty forrow is, and that in weakhandwoe, in fickneſle 
and in health, ſhee will be all alike, ſuch a wife will, make 
thee happy in thy choile. | 

Although ſome happen on a deuiliſh and vnhappy 
women, yetal men doe not fo, and ſuch as happen illir is 
a warninge to make them wiſe, ifthey make a ſecond 
choiſe, not that all other'ſhall haue the like fortune, the 
ſunne ſhineth vpon the good and bad, and many a man 
happeneth ſooner on a ſhrew then aſhip : Some thriue 
by dicivg, butnot one in an hundrerh, therfore dicing is 
al habandry, ſom thrine by marriage, and yet many arc 
vndone by marriage, for marriage 1seither the making 
or marring of many a man, and yet I willnot fay but a- 
mongſt duſt there 1s Pearle found, and.in hard . rockes 
Dyamonds of great value, and ſo amongſt many women 
there; are ſome good, as that gracious and glorious 
Queene of all womankinde,the. Virgin Mary, the mother 
of al blifle : what won her honour, Put an humble minde, 
and her paines and loue vnto our Sauiour Chriſt. 

Sara is commended for the carneft lone that the bare 
to her husband, not onely for callirg him Lord, but for 
many other quallitics : Alſo Suſannator her chaſtity, and 
for creeping. on her knees to _ her husband , bur 
thereare meancr hiſtories which makes mention of many? 
others, asthar of Demetryes how that ſhee was content to 
run Lackey by her husbands ſide. 

Likewiſe Lucretia, for the loue andloyalty, —_ 

Ic, 


0 
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bare to her huſband, being vwnkindly abuſed by an vnchaſ 

lecher againſt her will,ſhe preſently ſlew her ſelfe in the 

preſence of many,rather then ſhee would offer her body 
' againeto her huſband being butone time defiled. by 
It is recorded ofan Earle called Guncalles, that vpon 

the Kings diſpleaſure was commirred to priſon, and his Þ| þ; 

wife hauing liberty to viſite him in priſon, on atime ſhe } 

cauſed him to pur offhis apparrell,and to put on hers, & [|| 

ſo by thatmeanes gotout by the Porter, and ſhe remai- FN... 

ned in priſon;and fo by this meanes he eſcaped the angry }£,., 

rage of his Prince,and afterwards his wife was delivered FI; 
0. 

Likewiſe it wasno ſmall loue that Artymenes bare to 
her huſbandsfor after his death ſhee built ſuch a famous 
Sepulchre(and beſtowed the greateſt part of her wealth 
thereon)in ſo much as atthis day itis called one of rhe 
ſeuen great wonders of the world. 

Allo Pliny makes mention of a Fiſher-man which dwelt 
neerevynto the Seca fide, and hee fell ficke of an vncurable 
diſcaſc,by which meanes hee endured ſuch torment and 

aine , that it would haue gricued any creature to be- 
hold tim; his carefull and louing wife laboured & tra- 
uelled farre and neere to procure his health againe, bur 
atlaſt ſeeing all meanes in vaine, ſhee brake out with 
him in theſe words : Death at one time oranotker will K. 
come,and therefore rather then you ſhould any. longer 
indure this miſerable life, Lam contentthat both of vs 
preuent death before hee come:{o this poore grieued mi F 
didyeeldto her counſel, andthey went forth tothe trop F":* 
of an meetings Rocke &therethis woman bound FE 
herſclicfaſt to her husband, and from thence ale 
; F em 
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chem(clues downe,ended their lines together. - - 

Now I doe notcomment this death to be go al- 
thoaghrit ſhewed greatloue in. the woman no doubt 
bur the King of A474 had a very kind and louing wife as 
hm = PRO. IP) 11 greathad depriued 
him ofthe greateſt part ofhis kingdome, yer he bare it 
out very patiently with a valiantand manly courage, and 
without any ſhew of outward griefe at all: but when 
newes was brought him that his wife: was dead, he then 
moſt gri brake into teares,and wepr bitterly, and 
withall hee faid,. that the lofle of his whole Kingdome 
+0 07 EIN PTY? much, as the death of 

$ wife.. - ir Lrorhey 

I is alſo recorded of A/exander that atthe:death of his 
wife he made ſuch a ſorrowfull kind of ſpeech for her,fay- 


ing,Death were kind if he tooke but that which 
ofenderhebur he hath taken her — neuer offen- 
ded nm haſt bereaued mee ofthe berrer part 
of my life. 
Itis alſo ſaid of Valerius Max:immsthat he on a time fin- 
ling two Serpents in his bed-chamber, being ſtrangely 
zzed thereat, he demaunded of the South-fayers what 
it meaned? and they anſwered him, That of neceſfity he 
muſt kill one of them; and if he killed the male, then hee 
e muſt firſt dic; and ifthe female, then his wife 


; . 
's 


hould die before him : & becaulc he loued his wife ber- 
erthen himſclte,he moſt grie made choyce of the 
male.and killed him firſt, and ſhortly after he dyed, lea- 

ting his wife a widdow. . | 
Such a kind foole to his wife was Adam; for hee was 
orbidden on paine of death, notto cate of the tree of 
| H good 
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good and cuill, yet for all that, Adawnorwithſtandingto 

atifie his wiues kindneſle, and for loue he bare her,re- 

ednotto hazzard his life by breach ofthat commaun- 
dement. | B18 2s 21 

Bur becauſe inall things there is a'\contrary , which 
ſheweth the difference betwixt the goodand the bad; e- 
uen ſo both of men and women there are contrary ſortes 
of behauiour : if. inthy choiſe thou happen on a good 
wife, deſire notto change, for there is a Prouerbe ſaith; 
Seldome commeth a better. And there is none poorer 


then thoſe that haue had many wiues. Thou mailſt beare hay 
a good affeftion towards thy wife, &yetlet hernotknow % 
it : thou maiſtloue her well, and yer not carrie heron thy © 
backe ; a man may louc his houſe well, and yet notride on Ww 
the ridge : loue thy wife, and ſpeake her faire , although M 
thou doe but Rarter her : for women loue to be accounted 

| beaurifull, and to be miftreſſts of many maides,8: to liue h 
without controlement, and kinde wordes as much pleaſe Ia 
a woman, as any other thing whatſocuer : and a mans ** 
chiefeſt deſire fhould be frl the grace of God, a quiet © 
life, and an honeſt wife, a goodreport, and a friend ir 
ſtore; and then what neede a mianto aske any more? Þ4 
« Saint Paw/ ſaith thoſe which 1 doe well,burt he : ” 


ſoſaith, thoſe which marry.not doe better; but yet alſe 
he ſayeth,thatit is better to.marry then to burne in luſt. 
merry companion being aſked by his friend why hee did «a 
not marry,he made this anſwere,and ſaid; That hee hac | 
beene in Bedlam two or three times, and yet hee was ne bl 
uerſo mad to marry; andyetthere.js no ioy noppleaſure 9 
inthe world which may bee compared ta marriage, 


the parties are of necrs cquall yeeres, and of good qu: 


I 


Wi 
{ties , then good fortune and bad is welcome to them; 


Oo , | 

» || both theircares are equall.andtheir ioyes equall, come 
ri what will all is welcome, & all is purer ua je Mm, 
| the husband doth honour and reuerence her, and if he 
4 || berich he commirerh all his goodstoherkeeping, and 
«| if he be poere, and inaduerſity,then hetbeareth but the 


one halte ofthe griefe, & furthermore ſhee will comfort 
him with all che comfortable means ſhe can-deuiſe, and 
if he will ſtay ſolitary in his houſe, ſhe wil keepe him com- 
pany,ifhe will walke into the fields, why ſhee will goec 
with him,and ifhe be abſcnrfrom home,ſhee ſigherh of- 
ten,and wiſherh his preſence, being come home, he fin- 
1. deth content fitting ſmiling in euery corner of his houſe, 
to.giue him-akind anda hearty rar fuvar home,and ſhe 
{| recciueth him with the beſt and-greateſtioy that ſhe can: 
Many are the ioyes and ſweet pleaſures in marriage, as in 
our children, being young, they play,prattle,laugh and 
ſhew vs many pretty toyes to - moue vs to mirth and 
laughter, and when they — growne, -and that 
er] 28< or pouenty hath afflited the Parents, then they 
. | ſhew the ow ofchildrewin relieuing their old aged 
parents with what they can ſhift for, and when their pa- 
1} rentsare dead,they bring themtothe earth from whence 
16} ey came. | 
aff Yernow conſider on the other fide,when a wrinckled 
andtoothleſſe woman ſhall rake a beardlefſe boy (a ſhort 
tale to make of it) there can be noliking nor louing;be- 
tweene ſuck contraries,but continual ſtrife and debate , 
> | ſo likewiſe when matches are made bythe Parents, and 
G the dowry tolde and paid beforemxthe youn _ haue 
any knowledge of it,& fo many mg are force __— 
C2 2 
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their mindsfearingthe rigour & diſpleaſure of theirpa- 
 rents,they often promiſe with their-mouthes that whuchi 
they refuſe withtheir hearts. ' | 
Alſo ifa man-marry awife for fayre looks without dow- 
then their loue will oone waxe cold, infomuch that 
> vie them nor like wiues, but rather like kitchinſtuffe, 
whereas thoſe which marry rich wiues,they haue alwaies 
ſomething to be in loue withall. It is a common thing 
now adayes,that fayre women without riches find more 
louers then huſbands. 

Chooſe not a wife too faire,nor too foule,nor too rich: 
for if ſhe be faire,cuery one will be catching at her, and if 
ſhe be too foule, a man will haue no mind to loue her 
which no body likes,& if too rich thou thinkeſt to marry 
with one which thou meaneſt to make thy companion , 
thou ſhalt find her a commaunding Miſtreſle; ſo that ri- 
ches cauſcth a woman to be proud, beauty makes herto 
be ſuſpeted, &hardfauoured maketh her to'be hated. 
Therefore chooſe a wife young, well borne, and well 
brought vp,reaſonable rich, and indifferent beaurifull ; 
and of a good wit and capacity: alſo in choyſe of a 
wife, a man ſhould note the honeſty of the parents, for it 
isa rynondahes thoſe children which are ve 
brought vp will follow the ſteps of thcir parents; 
many atree is ſpoyled in the hewing, there are ſome 
which haue bur one onely daughter,and —_ fo blin- 
ded with the extreame loue that they beare her,thatthey 
will nothaue her hindered ofher a frenr s ſhede- 


ſirerh;ſo ſuffering her to liuc in allwanton pleaſure & de- 
licacy,which afterwads turncth to be the cauſe of many 
INCONUENEnCEs, 
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Now 
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Now the Fatherbefore he marry hisdaughter,isto ſift 
throughly rhe qualities, behauiour, and life of hisſonne 


- in law;for he which meeteth with a ciuill -and' an- honeſt 


ſonne in law,getreth a good ſonne,and he which meetreth 
witk an ill one,caſteth away his daughter. | 
The huſ band muſt prouide to fatifhie the honeſt deſires 
of his wife,fo that neyther neceſſity nor. ſuperfluity be 
the occaſion to worke her diſhonous: for bothwant and 
plenty,both caſe and diſeaſe makes ſome women often- 
times vnchaſte : and againe,many times the wife ſeeing 
the husband take no care for her, making belike this rec- 
koning that no body elſe will care for her, or deſire her : 
but to conclude this point; ſhee onely is ro be accounted 
honeſt, who hauing liberty to doe amifle, yer doth x 
not, ; 
» Again,a man ſhould thus account of his wife.as the on- 
ly treaſure he enioyeth vponearth, & hee muſt alſo ac- 
count that there is nothing more due tothe wife, then the 
faithfull,honeſt, and loving company of the huſband , 
he'ought alſo in ſigne of love to impart his ſecrets and 
counſell vnto his wife, for many have found much com- 
fort and profite by taking their wiues counſell;and if thou ___ 
impart any ill hap to thy wife, thee lightneth thy gricfe, f 
eytherby comforting thee oulngy, or elſe in bearing 
a part thereof patiently. Alſo if thou cſpie a fault in thy 
wife,thou muſt notrebuke her angerly or reprochfully , 
but onely ſecretly berwixt you two, alwayes remem- 
bring that thou muſt neythervchide nor play with ty 
wife before company, thoſe that play and dally wi 
them before company,they doe thereby ſer other mens 
teeth on edge.,and make their _ the lefle —_— 
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It behoueth the married man alwayes to ſhew him- 
elte in ſpeech & countenance both gentle and amiable; 
forifa woman of modeſt behaviour ſeeth any groſſe in- 
ciuility in her husband,ſhe doth not onely abhorre it,bur 
alſo thinketh with her ſelfe, that other men are more 
diſcreet, and better brought vp, therfore it ſtandeth him 
vponto be ciuill and modeſ in his doings, leſt he offend 
the chaſte thoughts of his wife, to whole liking he oughr 
to conforme himlſelte in al honeſt and ma things, 
= to take heed of cuery thing which may miſlike 

er. 

Why'ſome women loue their louers berter then their 
husbands; the reaſon is,the louer in the preſence of his 
Lady is very curious of his behauiour, that he vſeth no 
— vnſeemely geſtures, whereby there may no ſuſpition of 
iealouſie or any exception bee taken by any thing hee 

doth : it behoueth euery woman to haue a greatregard 
- to her behauiour, and to keepe her ſclfe out ofthe Fre . 
knowing that a woman of ſufpe&ed chaſtity liueth but 
ina miſerable caſe, for there is but ſmall difference by 
being naught, and being thoughtnaught, and when ſhe 
heareth other women il ſpoken of, ler her thinke in her 
mind 'what may be ſpoken of her; for when a woman 
hath gotten an name, whether itbee deſeruedly or 
without cauſe, yet ſhee ſhall haue much adoe torecouer 
againe her honour and credite thereof: let a woman a- 
uoydeſo much as may bee the company of a woman 
which hath an ill name,for many of them indeauour by 
their cuill faſhions and difhoneſt ſpeech,to bring others 
todocas they do,and many of them wiſh in their hearts 
{that all women were like vnto themſclues:it may be fayd 
of 
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of many women thatthe feathers are more worth then 
the birds;therefore it behooneth euery woman to behaue 
her ſclfe fo fober and chaſte in countenance and ſpeech, 
that no man may bee ſo boldasto aflayle her : for com- 
monly Caſtles,it they come once to parlie,are at pointto 
urs rp if a woman by chance bee ſer vpon, ler 

er make this anſwere, VVhenlT was a maid.,] was ar the 
diſpoſition of my parents, but now am married, I am 
at the pleaſure of my husband, therefore you were beſt 
ſpeake to him, ard to know his mind what I ſhall doe; & 
if her husband be out of the way, lether alwayes behaue 
herſelfe as ifhe were preſent. 

Alſo a woman may conſider, if her husband be cho- 
lericke and haſty, ſhe muſt ouercome him with milde 
ſpeech,and if he chideſhe muſt hold her peace, for the 
anſwere of a wiſe woman is filence, and ſhee muſt ſtay ro 
viter her mind vnrill hee be appeaſcd of his fury, and ar 
quiet, for if women many times would hold their 
tongues they might be at quiet. , There was a very angry 
couple married together, anda friend being with them 
atſupper, asked them how they could agree together 
being both ſo froward and teſty:the good man made him 
this anſwer, When I am angry my wife beareth with-me, 
and when ſhee is angry I beare with her, for with what 
heart can a man ſo much as touch a haire of his wiues 
head? (Lmeane rigorouſly) for the husband ought to 
rebuke her with wordes ſecretly, and fſecke to reforme 
her by good counſel, he ought to-lay before her the 
ſhame of ill doing,and the prayſe ofwell doing, if this 
will not ſerue, yet he ought rather patiently to forbeare 
her, then rigorouſly to beate her, for ſhe is fleſh a - 

cnn, 
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fleſh & there is no mano fooliſh to hurt his owne fleſh, 
a man oughtto be a comforter ofhis wife, butthen hee 
ought not to be a tormenter of her,for with what face can 
a man imbrace that body which his hands haue battered 
& bruiſed?or with what hart can a woman loue that man 
which can finde in his bart to beat her? 

Alfo when a man findeth a painefull and a careful wo- 
man,which knoweth when to ſpend,and when to ſpare, 
and to keepe the houſe in good order, then the hufband 
willnot deny ſuch a wife any neceſlary thing belonging 
tothehouſe: bur if ſhee be a light huſwife who liveth 
without doing ofany thing,without caring for huf band, 
children or ſeruants, or any.other thing belonging to the 
houſe, thereby ſhewing, although her body bee in the 
houſe,yet her mind is Prob, which redowndeth to her 
ſhame, &to her husbands great hinderance, for whethe 
Miſtreſſe is occupyed invanity,the ſeruants care lefle for 
her profite, but looketo their own, for while the Miſtreſle 
playeth, the mayden ftrayerth. © 

But theſe men/are to be laughed ar,who hauing a wiſc 
& aſufficient wie todo all the worke within dores,which 
belongs fora woman to doe,yet the huſband wil ſct hens 
abroad, ſeaſon the porte,and dreſle the meat,or any the 


like worke which belongeth not to the man. Such huſ- 


bands many times offend their wiues greatly, and they 
wrong themſelues ; forif they were imployed abroad in 
marters belonging tomen,they would be the more deſt- 
rous being come home to take their cafe, then to trouble 


their wiues and ſeruants in medling with their matters , Fi 


for the rule and goucrnement of the houſc belongeth x0 
the wife, + FR 
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And he that hath a wife ofhis owne,and goeth to ano- 
ther woman,is like arich theefe which will tteale when he 
hath noneed. 

Amongſtall the creatures that God hath created, 
there is none more ſubic& to miſery then a woman,eſpe- 
cially thoſe thatare fruitfull ro beaxe children, for they 
- Þ haue @ce a monuh:s reft in a whole yeare, butare con- 
, © tinually overcome with paine,forrow & feare, as indeed 
4 I the danger of child-bearing muſt needs bee a great rer- 

ror to women, which are counted but weake veflels,in 
p reſpe& of men,and yet it is ſappoſed that there is no dif. 
L, ar, that a man indureth, that 15 one halfe ſo gricuous or 
e Epaineful as child-bearing to a woman: Ler it be the rooth- 
& Nachc,goute or collicke; nav if a man had all theſe at once, 
;c 
IC 
ſ 
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yetnothing comparable to a womans paine in her trauell 
with child. 

Now if thoulike not my reaſons to expell loue, then 
hou maycſ trie Ouzas art,who preſcribes a ſalue for ſuch 
a ſore; or he- counſels thoſe which fecle this horrible 
heate;to coole their flames with hearbes which are cold 


ch Yofnature,as Rew and Lettis,8& other hearbes roo Jong 
ns Fo recite : alſo he ſayrh,thou ſhouldeſt abſtaine from cx- 
he ſcelle of inceate and drinke, for that prouokes thy mind 
uſ- Fereatly to luſt:alſo ro hunt,to hawke,to ſhoot, ro bowle, 
ey $0 run,to wraſltle,and ſome other play, forts will keepe 
in Wy mind from thinking of luſt : alſo ſhun ſlotlifulnes and 


ſi- Fdl-neſſe, tor theſe are the onely nurſes ot loue, eſchew 
dle Fnclancholy or faanefſe,and kceepe merry company,turne 
'S , ſy cycs from the place where bewitct:1z:g ſyirites are , 
£0 ſcſk the remerbr-ce do» increaſe, and r:1bbe thy galled 

ind : alſo to _eſchewthe plice where thou cudit firſt 
nd I teele 
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feele tlie fire that burneth thy mind with ſuch vnquier 
thoughts. Likewiſe,ſa h he, beware thoudoe not twiſe 
peruſe the ſecret flattering lerters of thy ſuppoſed friend- 
ly ioy;for if thou doe not refuſe che often view thereof, it 
will much increaſe thy griefe, dolour and annoy: vie no 
talke of her whom thou loueſt, nor once name her; for 
that will increaſe thy care, by thinking in thyþinde, 
that thou beholdeſt her face : but ſome are perlwaded 
thatno rules of reaſon can aſtwage this griefe, for loue 
is lawlefle, and obeyesno law, no nor yetno counſcll 
can perſwade, nor take effe&t, or ſubdue the affeQion of 
his bewitched ſpirits. Furthermore, Od preſcribes 0- 
ther reaſons to expell the heate of loue for where loue is 
ſetled, the louers are many times hindered of their pur- 
{e: ſometimes for want of friends conſent, or diſtance 
of place; then & in ſuch a caſe, his counſell is to loue two 
or three, for loue being ſo diuided, makes the loue of 
one the leſſe thought vpon : or elſe, fayeth he,ſatiſfie thy 
luſt vpon ſome other dame,for ic will alſo helpe to weare 
the former loue out of thy mind. Loe thus Owid ſhotr, 
but yer hee miſtthe marke,nor for want of learning,but 
for want of grace for grace ſubdues and treades all vices 
vnder foot,although mortall meanes doth preſcribe di- 
ucrs other diets to waſte. the heate of loues deſire, as 
long abſence from the place where thy liking liues, for 
the coales of company doth kindle and heate the heart, 
chat with abſence would be voyde of harme, for abſence 
doth quallifie that fire, and coole the. mindes of thoſe 
which many times the company of wantons doth warm; 
for he which doth not ſhun the place where Yenrw-in her 
glory fits, hath no care of higſelfe,bur ſuffers ber wo fu 
prizg his wits, . Ti 
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The Bearebayting, or the vanity of widdowes : chooſe 


you whether. 


Oc be vnto that vnfortunate man that match- 
\ k/ eth himſelfe vnto a widdow ; for a widdow 
| will be the cauſe ofa thouſand woes : yetrhere 
are many that doe wiſh themſclues no worſe matched 
then to a rich widdow; but thou doeſt not know what 
riefes thou ioyneſt with chy gaines; for ifſhee be rich, 
free will looke to gouerne, and ifthee be poore,then art 
thou plagued both with beggery and bondage: againe, 
thy paines will be double, in regard of him which mar- 
rieth with a-maid ; for thou _ valearne thy widdow, 
and make her forget her formet corrupt and difordered 
behauiour, the which if thou take vpon thee to doe,thou 
hadſteuen as good vndertake to waſh a Blackamore 
whitez for commonly-widdowesare fo froward, fo waſ- 
iſh, and fo ſtubborne, thatthou canſt not wreſt them 
_ their willes,and if thou thinke to make her good by 
ſtripes, thou muſt beare herto-death. One having mar- 
ried with a froward widdow.,ſhe called him thiefe & ma- 
ny other vahappy names; ſo hee tooke her, and cutthe 
tongue our of her head; but ſhe euer afterwards would 
make the ſigne of the gallowes with her fingers to him. 
It is ſeldome or neuer ſeene that a man marrieth with 
a widdow for her beauty,nor for her perſonage,but =_ 
for her wealth and riches; and ifſhe be rich & beauti 
withall,then thou matcheſt thy felte to a ſhe-Deuil!, for 
ſhe will go like a Peacocke,and thou like a VVoodcocke; 
for ſhe will hide her money to maintaine her pride: & 
i thou at any time artdefirousto bee merry in her com- 
I 2 pany, 
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| panyſhe will ſay thou art merry,becauſe thou haſt gotten 
a wite that is able to maintaine thee, where before thou 
waſt a begger,and hadſt nothing : and ifthou- ſhew thy 
ſelfe ſad, ſhe will ſay,thou artfad becaufe thou canſt nor 
bury her,thereby to inioy that which ſhee hath : if thou 
make prouiſion to fare well in thy houſe,ſhe will bid thee 
ſpend that whichthou broughreſt thy ſelte. 

If thou ſhew thy ſelfe ſparing, ſhe will ſay thou ſhalt 
not pinch her of that which is her owne,and if thou doc 
any thing contrary,to her mind, ſhe will ſay, her other 
husband was more kind : it thou chance to dine trom 
home, ſhe will bid thee go ſup with thy Harlots abroad: 
if thou go abroadand ſpend any thing before thou com- 
meſt home,ſhe will ſay a begger I found thee,and a beg- 
ger thou meaneſt to leaue me: if thou ſtay alwayes ar 
home,ſhe will ſay thou art happy that haſt gotten a wife 
that is able to maintaine thee idle : if thou carue her the 
beſt morſell onthe table,though ſhee take it,yer ſhee will 
take it ſcorncfully,and ſay,ſhe Fad a husbind that would 
let her cur where ſhe liked her ſclfe. 

And ifthou come in well diſpoſed,thinking to be mer- 
ry,and intreating her with fayre words,the will call thee 
diſſcembling hypocrite,ſaying,thou ſpeakeſt me faire with 
thy tongue,but thy heart is on thy minions abroad. Loe 
theſe are the franticke trickes of froward widdowes, they 
areneyther well full nor faſting, they will neyther goe to 
Church nor ſtay at home, I meane in regard of their im- 
patient mindes; for a man ſhall never bo quiet in her 


t1ghr,nor out of her ſight,for ifthou be in her fight, ſhe 
will vexe thee as before ſaid;& out of her fight thy owne 
conſcience will torment and trouble thy mind to thi 
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onthe purgatory which perforce thou muſt indure,when 


 thoucommeſt home. * 


She will make Clubs trumpe, when thou haſt neuer a 
blacke card in thy hand,for with her cruell tongue ſhee 
will ring thee ſuch a peale, that one would thinke the De- 
uill were come from Hell; beſides this, thou ſhalt haue a 
brended flut like a Hell-hagge,with a paire of pappes like 
a paire ofdung-pots ſhall bring in thy dinner, tor thy 
widdow will not truſt thee with a wench that is hanſome 
in thy houſe:now it that vpon uſt occaſion thou throweſk 
the platters at the maids head, ſeeing thy meat brought 
in by ſuch a lutte,and ſo ſluttiſhly dreſt,then will thy wid- 


 dqw take yur inthenoſe, andſtampeand ſtare, and 


| looke fo ſowre, as if ſhee had come but euen then from 


eativg of Crabs,ſaying, It thou hadſtnort married with 
me thou wouldeſt haue beene glad of the worſt- morſell 
that is here: then thou-againe replying,fayeſt, If Thad 
not beene ſo mad, the Deuill himſelte would not haue 
hadthee; and then without cauſe thou blameſt ber of 
olde age and of icaloufie, and for hiding her money, & 
for couaying away of her goods which thou haſt bought 
with the diſpleaſure of thy friends, and difcredite to thy 
ſelfe, in regard of her yeares; then. againe, ſhee onthe 0- 
ther fide runnerh out to her neighbours, and there ſhe 
thundercth out a thouſand iniurics that thou doeſt her , 
ſaying, my Corn he ſendethto the Market,and my Cat- 
rel to the Fayrc; and looke what he openly findeth,he ta- 
keth by force, and whatTI hide ſecretly,he priuily ftea- 
lech it away,and playeth away all my money at dice.Loe 
thus he conſumerth my ſubſtance, ard yet hateth my per- 
ſon,no longer then I feede him with money, can Ienioy 
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his company, now he hath that he ſought for, he giuerh 
me nothing elſe but froward anſweres, and foule viage , 


and yer, God knowes, of pure loue I married him with | 
nothing, but now his ill husbandry is like to bring to r- 


inc both me and my children : but now allthis while ſhe 
doth not forget to tell of her-owne good huſwifery, ſay- 
ing, I fit working all day at my aloe at my diſtaffe,8: 
he like an vnthritt, and a whoremonger runneth-at rar 
dome:thus they are alwayes ſtretching their debate vpon 
the racke of vengeance, : 

Loe here is a life, but it isas weariſome as hell, for 
if you kiſſe in the morni ng;being friends, yet cre noone 
ready to throw the houſe out at the window, The Pa- 


piſts affirme, that Heauen is wonne by Purgatory,but in | 


my mind a man ſhall neuer-come into, a worſe Purgato- 


2 then to bee matched with a froward widdow. Hee 


at matcheth himſelfe to a widow and thrice children, 
matcheth himſelfe to fourc theeues. One hauing mari- 
ed with a widow, it was his lucke to bury her, butnot be. 
fore he was ſore vexed with her,for afterwards hee lying 
on his death-bed, his friends exhorted him to pray vato 
Gedthat his ſoule mightreſt in Heaut, &he asked them 
this queſtion, wherher (ſaid he) do youthinke my wife 
is gonezand they ſaid vnto him, no doubr but that you: 


' wife is gone to Heauen before you, hee replycd, I care 


not whether I goc,ſo I gonot where my wite is,for feare 
Lmeete with her and bee vexed with heras I haue beene 
heretofore. EE, 

Another hauing married witha widow, being one da 
at a ſermon, heard the Preacherſay, whoſoeuer will 
be faued, let him take vp his crofle and follow me; this 


mad 


mad fellow after Sermon was ended,tooke his wife vpon 
his backe, and came tothe Preacher and faid;here is my 
croſle, I am ready to follow thee whether thou wilt. 
Another having married with a widdow which ſhewed 
her ſelfe like a Saint abroad, but a Deuill at homeza friend 
of her husbands told him, that he had gotten hima good, 
Rill and a quiet wife: yea marry,quoth the married man, 
youſee my ſhooe is fayre and new, but yet youknow not 
where it pincheth me. . | 
Another merry companion hauing married with a 
widdow,& carrying her oucr the Sea into France, there 
ſodainely aroſe a great ſtorme,in ſo much that they were 
allin danger of drowning; the Maſter of the ſhip called 
vnto the marriners,and bade the take & throw ouer bord 
all the heauieſt goods in the fhippe; this married man 
hearing him ſay fo, he tooke his widdow,and threw hgr 
ouer-boord:and being asked the reaſon why he did ſo,he 
ſaid, that he neuer Rl any thing m1 all his life that was 
ſo heauy to him as ſhe hed 
Another hauing married with a widdow,and within a 
while after they were married,ſhe went out into the gar- 
den.and there finding her husbands ſhirt hang cloſe on 
the hedge by her maides ſmocke,ſhe went preſently and 
hanged her ſelfe for a iealous conceit that ſhe tooke, and 
a merry fellow asked the cauſe why ſhe hanged her lelte, 
and being told that ir was for icalouſie :1 would ſaid he 
that all trees did beare ſuch fruit. 
Thou maiſt thinke that I haue ſpoken nough concer- 
ning VViddowes; but the further ws" after them, rhe 
farther] am fromthem z forthey are the ſumme ofthe 


ſeauen deadly finnes, the Fiends of Sathan,8&. the = 
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of Hell. Now methinketh I heare ſome ſay vnto me, that 
I ſhould haue tolde them this leflon ſooner, foe too late 
commeth medicine when the patient is-dead;euen fo too 
late commeth Zounſell when it is paſt remedy, bur ir is 
better late then neuer,for it may be a warning to make 0- 
thers wile. | 

But why doe I make ſo long a harueſt of foliatle corne? 
ſceing the corne is bad,my harueſt ſhall ceaſe;for ſo long 
as women doe ill,they muſt not thinke to bee wel ſpoken 
of;If you would be well reported of, or kept like the Roſe 
when. it hath loſt the colour,then you ſhould ſinell ſweet 
in the bud as the Roſe doth, or if you would be taſted for 
old wine,you ſhould bee ſweet at the firſt like a pleaſant 
Grape, then ſhould you be cheriſhed for your courteſie, 
and comforted for your honeſty ,to ſhould you be preſer- 
ved like the ſweet Roſe,8& eſteemed of as oleaſing wine , 
bur to what purpoſe do I goe abour to inſtruct you know: 
ing that ſuch as counſel the deuill canneuer amend him 
of his cull. 

And fo praying thoſe which haue already made their 
choyſe, and ſeenethe troubles, and felt the torments that 
are with women, to take it merrily,and to eſteeme of this 
booke onely as the iy of an idle head. 

Nor I would not haue women murmur againſt me for _/ 
thatI haue not written more bitterly againſt men, for it 
is a very hard winter when one WA eatcth another , 

and itis alſo an ill bird that defileth herowne neſt; 

anda moſt vnkind part it were for one man 


\ toſpeake ill of another. 


